PAGE  
75

APOAL Chapter summaries from http://pinkmonkey.com/printnow.asp
KEY LITERARY ELEMENTS 
SETTINGThe novel is set in 1) London, England at Gardencourt, the Touchett’s country house and at Lockleigh, Lord Warburton’s house; 2) Albany, New York (briefly); 3) Paris, France (briefly); 4) San Remo in the French Riviera (briefly); 5) Florence, Italy at the Palazzo Crescentini, Mrs. Touchett’s house, and other places; and 6) Rome, Italy at the Palazzo Roccanera, Isabel and Gilbert Osmond’s house. 

LIST OF CHARACTERS Major Characters Isabel Archer, a niece of Mrs. Touchett’s, who Mrs. Touchett brings to Europe. Isabel Archer inherits a fortune from Mr. Touchett and, after traveling for a year, marries Gilbert Osmond and is unhappy. Ralph Touchett, son of Mr. Touchett. He is ill with an advanced stage of pulmonary disorder, lung disease. He loves Isabel Archer and lives to watch her progress through life. It is he who arranges for his father to leave Isabel Archer a fortune. He dies at the end of the novel. Henrietta Stackpole, Isabel Archer’s close friend, who is a journalist for the New York Interviewer. She is a modern woman. She is a patriotic proponent of U.S. American superiority over Europe, who ends up marrying an Englishman and settles in England. Mr. Gilbert Osmond, an expatriate 40-year-old American who lives in Florence, Italy, who was brought over to Europe as child. Madame Merle describes him as a man with "no career, no name, no position, no fortune, no past, not future, no anything." She introduces him to Isabel. Ralph says he is "a vague, unexplained American." He marries Isabel Archer for her money. Madame Serena Merle, a friend of Mrs. Touchett, she is "forty years old and not pretty though her expression charmed." She is an American expatriate. She was born in Brooklyn. Her father was a U.S. Navy officer. She conspires with Gilbert Osmond to arrange his marriage to Isabel Archer. She does so in order that her daughter, whom she has never acknowledged as such, can have the benefit of Isabel’s fortune in making a brilliant marriage. She has been Gilbert Osmond’s lover for many years. Minor Characters Mr. Daniel Tracy Touchett, an American banker who bought a house in England thirty years before the beginning of the novel. He is a native of Rutland, Vermont. Lord Warburton, a family friend of the Touchetts. He proposes marriage to Isabel Archer and is refused. Mrs. Lydia Touchett, married to Mr. Touchett. She lives separate from her husband in Florence, Italy. Lilian Archer Ludlow, Isabel’s eldest sister, considered the practical one. She is married to a lawyer. Edith Archer Keyes, Isabel’s elder sister, considered the beautiful one. She is married to an officer of the United States Engineers and lives in the "unfashionable west." Edmund Ludlow, married to Lilian, a New York lawyer, "a young man with a loud voice and an enthusiasm for his profession." Caspar Goodwood, an American who is in love with Isabel Archer. He is described throughout as "stiff." Mrs. Varian, Isabel Archer’s paternal aunt who once spread the rumor that Isabel was working on a book. She has a reverence for books, but in order to bring her daughters up properly, doesn’t let them read anything at all. The Misses Molyneux, and Mildred, Lord Warburton’s two younger sisters. The Vicar of Lockleigh, Lord Warburton’s elder brother. 

Mr. Robert "Bob" Bantling, "a stout, sleek, smiling man of forty, wonderfully dressed, universally informed and incoherently amused." He is a friend of Ralph Touchett and is invited to meet Miss Stackpole and Isabel Archer when they visit London. At the end of the novel, he and Henrietta Stackpole are married. Lady Pensil, the sister of Mr. Bantling, who lives in Bedfordshire. Mr. Bantling offers her hospitality to Henrietta Stackpole. The Miss Climbers, two American acquaintances of Miss Stackpole whom she meets in London. Sir Matthew Hope, a famous doctor Ralph Touchett calls for his father. 
CHAPTER SUMMARIES WITH NOTES 
VOLUME 1Chapter 1 One of the best hours of the day takes place during afternoon tea. The setting of this English tea is an old English country-house. The light is perfect and all the elements of the tea service are perfect. An old man sits in a chair on the lawn holding an unusually large tea cup. There are two young men with him, but they are strolling on the lawn talking. Occasionally, when they pass by him, one of the men looks at the old man with concern to make sure he is comfortable. The house has a name and a history. It was built during the reign of Edward VI and Elizabeth has even spent one night in it. It had passed through Cromwell’s wars, was repaired and enlarged during the Restoration, and then remodeled during the eighteenth century. Then it had been bought by an American banker. When he first bought it, he thought it was ugly. By the time the novel opens, he has owned it for thirty years and has developed an "aesthetic passion for it." He knows all its points and loves to show them to people. The old man sitting at the tea table looks very much like an American. He would probably still fit in perfectly well in the United States, but he will not be traveling any more. He is a wise old man who also has a good sense of humor. One of the two young men on the lawn is clearly English. He has a "fortunate, brilliant exceptional look" and anyone who looked at him would envy him. The young man with him is not to be envied. He is clearly sick: "he had an ugly, sickly, witty, charming face, furnished, but by no means decorated, with a straggling mustache and whisker. He looked clever and ill." It is clear that he is the old man’s son. 

They stop beside the old man and the sickly one asks him if he is comfortable. They begin a light banter with each other. The old man says he has been comfortable for so long that he doesn’t know it any longer. The English young man says that is why comfort is boring. The old man makes light of his and his son’s illnesses, calling them "two lame ducks." The old man lightly disapproves of the young men’s habit of making jokes out of everything. He vaguely recalls his younger days when he was so busy making his fortune. The Englishman says the young American is a regular cynic and doesn’t believe in anything in life, yet is always a cheerful person. The Englishman is finally named. He is Warburton. The young American says Warburton only pretends to be bored and that on the contrary, he, the American, is never bored, but finds life too interesting. 

The old man proposes that Warburton find a good wife. He assures him that this will help him to find life interesting. The two young men don’t mention the fact that the old man is unhappily married. Then he tells them his niece is coming. He warns Warburton not to fall in love with her. His son jokes with him that though he has been living in England long enough to be able to speak like them, he hasn’t learned what they never say. They begin to discuss the way they’ve gotten the news about this niece. Mrs. Touchett, the old man’s wife, has been traveling in the United States. She has sent them a series of cryptic telegraphs, one of which mentions a niece: "Changed hotel, very bad, impudent clerk, address here. Taken sister’s girl, died last year, go to Europe, two sisters, quite independent." The three men puzzle over the meaning of the note. They don’t know if the niece is independently wealthy or independent in her ideas. They don’t even know when Mrs. Touchett and this niece will arrive. It is clear that the young Mr. Touchett finds his mother’s own independence admirable. Mr. Touchett refers to the kind of American girls he has seen so far. Most of them, he says, are engaged, but that doesn’t affect their behavior. They end on the joke that Mr. Touchett began earlier, that Warburton should not try to fall in love with his niece. 

Chapter 2 Ralph Touchett wanders away from his father and Lord Warburton as they chat. Suddenly his dog begins to bark excitedly at a young woman who has just stepped out of the door of the house. The dog is more welcoming than threatening in its bark and the woman immediately picks the dog up. Ralph is struck by the young woman’s prettiness. While he is meeting her, Mr. Touchett and Lord Warburton are also wondering who she is. Meanwhile, the woman asks Ralph if this is his dog. He says it seems to have transferred its loyalty to her and gives her the dog. The young woman clearly has a great sense of confidence in herself and in others, but she blushes at Ralph’s generous offer. She tells him they must be cousins. She tells him she just arrived with his mother, who has gone straight to her room and has requested that he come see her before seven in the evening. While they talk, the woman looks around her with great interest. She says she has never seen anything so lovely and that the house is also "enchanting." She asks which of the two men on the lawn is his father. When he tells her which is his father and which is Lord Warburton, she exclaims that she was hoping there would be a lord because "it’s just like a novel!" Ralph asks her to come meet his father. She is surprised that Mr. Touchett is an invalid since Mrs. Touchett has given her the impression that he is "intensely active." When she meets Mr. Touchett, he kisses her on the head and apologizes that they didn’t receive her properly. He wonders where Mrs. Touchett is. Isabel says she has gone straight to her room. Mr. Touchett says he will probably not see her till next week. Isabel corrects him and says Mrs. Touchett plans to come down to dinner. As they talk, Isabel looks around with "a comprehensiveness of observation." It is clear that she is experiencing numerous impressions of the scene. She says again that she hasn’t ever seen anything so beautiful. Mr. Touchett tells her she too is very beautiful. Isabel rises immediately and says she knows she’s lovely and then asks how old his house is. He says it’s early Tudor and at this point Lord Warburton comes into the conversation and says he too has a Tudor house and would like to show it to her. He and Mr. Touchett get into a joking conversation about whose house is the best. 

While they do so, Ralph Touchett stands aside looking like he wants to find a way to return to his conversation with his cousin. He asks her if she likes dogs. Then he tells her she must keep his dog. She tells him she’ll keep him while she stays at the house. She says her aunt must settle the decision of how long she will be able to stay at the house. Ralph tells her he doesn’t believe she lets things be settled for her. Isabel replies that she does as long as they’re settled in a way she likes. Ralph promises to settle this matter as he likes. Ralph can’t understand why they’ve never known each other. Isabel explains that there was a quarrel between her father and Ralph’s mother after her mother’s death. When her father died a little over a year ago, Mrs. Touchett came to her and proposed that she come to Europe. Ralph concludes that his mother thus adopted Isabel. She blushes and says no one adopts her. He apologizes profusely. Isabel excuses him and says she is very "fond of [her] liberty." 

At this point, Mr. Touchett calls to them asking if they’re talking about Mrs. Touchett. He calls Isabel to his side to tell him all about his wife whom he hasn’t seen in a year. She tells him Mrs. Touchett is very benevolent. As they talk, Ralph and Lord Warburton step aside. Lord Warburton tells Ralph this is his idea of an interesting woman. 

Notes 
	Chapter 2 gives us the first description of the "lady" of the novel’s title, Isabel Archer. Her reception by the three men on the lawn is probably as important to the narrative to come as is the description of her. She first meets Ralph Touchett, the sickly young man, and charms him by her self-possession and her impulsive ability to love as shown in her embrace of Ralph’s dog. With Ralph, she also insists on her independence. When he asks her if his mother has adopted her, she blushes and then asserts that she is not a candidate for adoption. Ralph is obviously already quite taken with her. He hurries to apologize for the faulty assumption, but has suddenly become inarticulate. By the end of the scene, Ralph has given her is dog and has determined to make his mother extend unlimited hospitality to Isabel at their house. 



The older Mr. Touchett’s reception of Isabel is warm though not as heated as Ralph’s. He tells her immediately that she is pretty and seems to enjoy her company from the start. Lord Warburton is not given much time with Miss Archer. He greets her and then stands back and watches her interactions with the others. His assessment comes at the end when he tells Ralph that she is an interesting woman, recalling the three men’s earlier conversation about his need to marry a woman who would inspire his interest in life.
Chapter 3 Mrs. Touchett has many odd points. She does everything in her own way. When Mrs. Touchett comes to visit her husband and son, she always retires into impenetrable seclusion for at least a few hours instead of greeting them immediately. She waits until she gets herself in order and then she sees them. She has been separated from her husband since the first year of their marriage. She doesn’t find anything unusual in this fact. She realized when they were first married that "they should never desire the same thing at the same moment." She responded by going to live in Florence. She likes this arrangement very much, though Mr. Touchett has never been happy with it. Sometimes, though, it has seemed to him to be the most definite fact of his existence. He could never understand why they had to get stuck in dissent with each other. Mrs. Touchett, however, never wondered if the decision was a good one. Every year she comes to spend a month with her husband. She had moved from England for three reasons: first, she hates bread sauce, second, she doesn’t like servants who drink beer, third, she thinks British laundry workers do not know how to do their work properly. Sometimes she visits the United States and this last trip was her longest one. She had arrived at Isabel Archer’s residence four months before. Isabel was seated alone with a book. She had heard Mrs. Touchett walk in. The house was old and large and it had a "for sale" sign in the window. The rooms in the house were many. On the third floor there was an arched passage which connected the two sides of the house. Isabel and her two sisters used to call it a tunnel even though it was short and well-lit. As a child, Isabel had visited the house with her family. It belonged to her father’s mother, old Mrs. Archer. When Isabel and her sisters were quite young, they visited often. These weeks were the happiest in Isabel’s memory. The lifestyle was larger and more plentiful than it was in her own family’s home. Across the street there was a Dutch House which dated from the earliest colonial time. It was turned into a primary school for boys and girls. Isabel had been offered an education there, but she only spent one day and decided it was too restrictive. Isabel laid the foundation of her knowledge in the "idleness of her grandmother’s house." She got to use the library with no restrictions. She chose books by their frontispieces. She did all her reading in a room called the office, attached to the library. It was where all the old pieces of furniture were put. As a child she had established almost human relations with many of these pieces of furniture. 

She was sitting in this office on the day when Mrs. Touchett came to visit. She had been trying to fix her mind on her reading. She had decided her education had been too lax and that it should be more like a military step. She had begun to read into the history of German thought. She heard Mrs. Touchett and then saw her standing in the doorway of the room. Mrs. Touchett opened with a peremptory question: "Oh, is that where you usually sit?" Isabel escorted her aunt to the library where her aunt continued asking these kind of impertinent questions until Isabel finally realized who that this was her aunt Lydia, the "crazy aunt Lydia" of her father’s stories. Mrs. Touchett inquires about Isabel’s financial situation, of which Isabel knows nothing, and then invites her to come to Florence with her if she will be good and obedient. Isabel objects that she cannot promise obedience, but says she’d like to see Florence. Mrs. Touchett stays with her for an hour waiting for the appearance of her elder sister who doesn’t come before Mrs. Touchett leaves. Notes Here we are introduced more fully both to Mrs. Touchett and to Isabel Archer. The setting is Albany, New York, in Isabel’s paternal grandmother’s house where she first encountered Mrs. Touchett. Thus in the first chapters of the book, James is careful to set up the American context of the expatriates in England, and later in Italy. The matriarch, Mrs. Archer’s house is as symbolically important to the novel’s Themes as is the English country estate described in the first chapters. It is two houses built into one. It has two doors, and although only one is in operation, no one has bothered to close up the second one, it has an ample number of rooms, but the favorite room is the old, isolated room called the office where old furniture is kept. It is treated as a sort of provincial inn by Mrs. Archer, open all the time to her children and grandchildren. Mrs. Touchett calls it bourgeois and compares it unfavorably with homes in Florence. It is also the site of Isabel Archer’s education. It is here that she was given carte blanche to read whatever suited her fancy. She seems to have read purely out of interest with no one to push her in any direction. Her reading is by no means light. When she is interrupted by Mrs. Touchett, she has begun on the German philosophers. Henry James obviously enjoyed drawing the portrait of Mrs. Touchett. She is a person who "might do a great deal of good, but she never pleased." Her manner isn’t intrinsically offensive, the narrator relates, "it was just unmistakably distinguished from the ways of others." She is a plain-looking person who has few graces and little elegance, but who has "an extreme respect for her own motives" which she will explain if asked in the proper tone. Mrs. Touchett seems to have been a New Woman before they were called by this term. When her marriage to Mr. Touchett didn’t suit her, she left him and moved to Venice. She is in New York to handle her investments, which are her own and have nothing to do with her husband’s fortune. Mrs. Touchett is one kind of independent woman. 

Isabel Archer is another. Her independence is very cleverly brought out in her self-possession in the face of Mrs. Touchett’s invasion of her privacy. When she realizes who her strange guest is, she exclaims, "Ah, you must be our crazy Aunt Lydia!" When Mrs. Touchett presumes to take over her life, Isabel shows her own independence while at the same time showing her desire to go to Europe with her aunt. She seems to be a person who is able to assert her boundaries without putting up a wall. For instance, when Mrs. Touchett implies that she is stupid for not knowing about her financial situation, Isabel says simply that she is not stupid, but that she doesn’t know about money. When Mrs. Touchett questions her affection for her grandmother’s house, Isabel replies thoughtfully, not taking up the gauntlet of Mrs. Touchett’s insulting implications. When Mrs. Touchett sets up the terms of her benevolence--that Isabel must be "good and do everything [she] tell[s] her"--Isabel again replies simply. She tells her she can’t promise this but she does want to go to Florence.

Chapter 4 Mrs. Lillian Ludlow, Isabel’s eldest sister, is considered the most sensible of the three sisters. Edith is the beauty and Isabel is the intellectual one, according to people who know them. Edith married an officer of the U.S. Engineers and moved out West. Lilian had married a New York lawyer. He marriage isn’t altogether happy, but she is very happy with her two sons and her brownstone on Fifty-third Street. She mothers Isabel and frequently speaks about her to her husband Edmund. 

One day before Isabel came to Europe with Mrs. Touchett, they had a conversation about Isabel. He says he would never have wanted to marry Isabel. He said "I don’t like originals; I like translations. Isabel’s written in a foreign language." He thinks she should marry an Armenian or a Portuguese. Lillian hopes her aunt will be kind of Isabel and offer her a chance to develop. Edmund exclaims that it would not be a good thing for her to develop any further. When Isabel came in, she returned Edmund’s rude remarks with light banter. Lillian teased her saying she felt grand since Mrs. Touchett’s visit. Isabel looked serious and denied that there was anything to feel grand about. She says whenever she feels grand it will be for a better reason. That evening, she spent alone in her room assessing the difference she felt in her life since her aunt had come. She is restless and agitated wandering around her room. "She had a desire to leave the past behind her and begin afresh." This desire had been with her for a long time. It didn’t come with her aunt’s visit. Finally, she sits down and closes her eyes to think. At this moment, she is given over to a review of many images of things she is giving up in leaving her old life behind her. She thinks about her life as having been very fortunate. She has never experienced any unpleasantness and sometimes wonders if this isn’t a defect since in her reading she often finds that unpleasantness can be interesting and instructive. She had always adored her father, who many people considered to have been irresponsible, especially with money and with the rearing of his daughters. Many people thought it was scandalous that he educated them so poorly, often leaving them with irresponsible nursemaids and governesses. Her father always wanted his daughters to see as much of life as possible. Isabel was his favorite of his three daughters. He often took them to Europe, but only for short visits, not long enough to satisfy Isabel’s curiosity. 

Most people who looked at the three daughters considered Edith to be the prettiest, but one in twenty saw Isabel as the prettiest one. "Isabel had in the depths of her nature an even more unquenchable desire to please than Edith"; however, it was hard for her to express her nature since it went so deep and there were so many things that distracted her from expressing herself. Since Isabel has a reputation of reading a great deal, she doesn’t have too many male suitors. They find her a little intimidating. She realizes this and tries not to be presumptuous with her knowledge. "She carried within her a great fund of life" and she gets the most pleasure out of finding a relation between herself and the outside world. She likes especially to look at pictures and read about revolutions and wars. When the Civil War was going on, she found both sides valorous. Even though there were few suitors, there were still enough to keep life interesting. 

As she sits and thinks, these things come to mind. She is interrupted by a maid announcing Caspar Goodwood, her most insistent suitor. She lingers for a while before going down to receive him. When she had first known him, he had "inspired her with a sentiment of high, of rare respect." She is moved by him as she is by no one else. Everyone assumes that he wants to marry her. When she hears him announced, she has a new sense of complications in her leave-taking. She goes down to see him. He is described as "tall, strong and somewhat stiff." He has fixed blue eyes that seem to belong to some other face. A half an hour later, he leaves her house feeling defeated. 

NotesChapter 4 is important as one of the central chapters of the novel for describing Isabel Archer alone and thoughtful, as she is about to experience a very big change in her life. She is sitting alone in her room on a rainy evening pondering the life she has led so far and feeling restless about the changes that are about to take place. This scene gives Henry James a further opportunity of describing Isabel Archer. The narrator relates that "Her imagination was by habit ridiculously active; when the door was not open it jumped out of the window." She is not used to holding her imagination back, but she pays for this in moments when she wants to exercise judgment instead of imagination. In those moments, she "paid the penalty of having given undue encouragement to the faculty of seeing without judgment." Here, James lays the foundation for his character portrait of Isabel Archer. She is well-read, but not well-disciplined in her thinking. She is impulsive. She wants to leave the past behind and start fresh. She has very romantic notions about Europe culled probably from all her books. She doesn’t seem to have any desire to marry as we see by her rejection of Goodwood. 

Chapter 5 Ralph Touchett visits his mother in her rooms. She asks about his health and Mr. Touchett’s health and says it’s a good thing she didn’t remain in England or she might have "given out." Ralph smiles to think of this happening to such a formidable woman. Ralph had been a small boy when his father had come to England as a subordinate partner of a banking house. He decided he would live in England "assimilated yet unconverted." He sent Ralph home to the U.S. to be educated, thinking he would one day take over at the bank. When Ralph finished at the university, he seemed too American, so Mr. Touchett sent him for three years to Oxford. "Oxford swallowed up Harvard, and Ralph became at last English enough." Ralph has an adventurous and ironic mind. He showed a great deal of promise in his college years. He never thought of leaving England since he loved his father so much he thought of him as a best friend. He admired his father and learned all about banking so as to further appreciate his father’s knowledge. Even though Mr. Touchett had not been formally educated, he had a good mind and even though he never tried to enter the social stream in London, he had a perfect social standing. 

When he left Oxford, Ralph spent two years traveling and then returned to work at his father’s bank. However, he soon caught a very bad cold which damaged his lungs and was forced to stop working. At first he didn’t care enough about himself to take care of his health. Soon, though, he began to like his life enough to cherish it. One autumn he had stayed too long in London and when he tried to leave as he usually did to escape the wet London winter, he was caught in a storm and was almost dead by the time he arrived at his destination. He is greatly saddened by his life of an invalid which he regards as reading a good book in a poor translation when one had aspired to be a language expert. 

His acute perception of observing things makes him especially susceptible to Isabel Archer. He tries to ask his mother to give him the details of her plans for Isabel, but Mrs. Touchett insists that Isabel must decide on her own course and that Mrs. Touchett only plans to take her to France for clothes and then Venice. She tells him that she and Isabel get along quite well since they both speak their minds directly. Ralph tells his mother he thinks Isabel is very pretty, but that he is mainly struck by "her general air of being some one in particular." Mrs. Touchett tells him that she found Isabel sitting alone in a room reading a book more bored than she realized. She says that Isabel’s sister, Lily spoke of Isabel as if she were a genius. Mrs. Touchett says she’s not yet sure in what subject Isabel is a genius. She says all Americans "regard Europe as a land of emigration, of rescue, a refuge for their superfluous population." She adds that the only problem was Isabel’s insistence on paying her own way. She says Isabel thinks she is traveling at her own expense. 

Ralph wonders what her special line is (her genius). Mrs. Touchett says it isn’t flirting as Warburton thinks it is. She says Warburton will never understand Isabel. Ralph thinks Isabel strikes him as "natural." Ralph next wants to know what his mother plans to do with Isabel, if she plans to help get her married. Mrs. Touchett scoffs at the idea of playing her such a trick. 

That evening after dinner, Mrs. and Mr. Touchett leave the table to retire early and Ralph and Isabel stay up to talk. She asks Ralph to show her his paintings. He suggests waiting until the next day, but she insists and he likes the pressure of her opposition. He notices that she is a good judge of paintings. He notices she has a passion for knowledge. He wants to know what she thinks of the people she has met so far and she tells him directly and simply. He tells her he is like his mother and she disagrees strongly, saying it is clear to her that he wants to be liked. She asks him to introduce her to the ghost of Gardencourt. He tells her only those who have suffered greatly can see the ghost. She wishes to see it anyway. They briefly discuss what it means to suffer and then she goes up to bed, leaving him alone in the empty drawing room. 

Notes This early chapter in which Isabel establishes a rapport with Ralph Touchett is also very important in the overall scheme of the novel. Ralph takes note of Isabel’s dominant characteristics at this point in her life. He notices that she "doesn’t take suggestions well" but wants to do things in her own way. He isn’t irritated by this fact, but finds it pleasurable to be opposed by her. He also notices that Isabel has a natural eye for art as they walk through his portrait gallery. In their conversation, Isabel reveals that she is very sociable. She speaks directly about the people in her life. She is also perceptive about Ralph. It seems that Ralph might have tried to hide behind his wittiness, but Isabel recognizes him despite this. She tells Ralph that he wants people to like him and that he tries to make them do so. She also shows her innocence. This is brought out in her desire to see a ghost. She thinks of this as a romantic and whimsical idea. She is in an ancient English mansion and wants to see a ghost on her first night there. Ralph, however, cannot join in her amusement. As a man who is slowly dying of tuberculosis, his idea of ghosts is quite different from Isabel’s. He tells her this ghost "has never been seen by a young, happy, innocent person like you. You must have suffered first, have suffered greatly, have gained some miserable knowledge. In that way your eyes are opened to it. I saw it long ago." Henry James notes in the preface to this edition of The Portrait that he chose to bring out the characteristics of Isabel Archer by the use of satellite characters like Ralph Touchett. By way of contrast, he shows up the freshness of Isabel on her first night in Gardencourt. He will use this same technique of contrast later in the novel when she does see the ghost. At this point, Isabel is presumptuous enough to say she is not afraid of the kind of knowledge he speaks of.

Chapter 6 Isabel Archer entertains many theories with her active imagination. Most of the people of her life have regarded her as much smarter than they and she has accepted this estimation as true. Her paternal aunt, Mrs. Varian, once spread the rumor that Isabel was working on a book. Mrs. Varian had a reverence for books, but only read The New York Interviewer. She wishes to bring her daughters up properly and so keeps them from reading anything. Isabel couldn’t have written a book since she has no talent for expression. Isabel’s main flaw was the habit of taking for granted that she was right, even when she didn’t have much evidence of it. "Her thoughts were a tangle of vague outlines which had never been corrected by the judgment of people speaking with authority." She had always had her own way in her judgments. She has a strong desire to think well of herself and regards any other life as hopeless. She has a noble imagination. This does her many services, but also plays her many tricks. She wants to regard the world as a perfectly good place. She hopes that she will never do anything wrong. For Isabel, right and wrong are perfectly clear cut. She sometimes wishes she would have some hard times so she could prove that she could overcome them and remain a good person. 

Isabel admires her friend Henrietta Stackpole, an independent woman. Henrietta is a journalist for the Interviewer and often travels. She is a progressive thinker and is quite clear on what she thinks of almost every subject. Henrietta lives on the idea that a woman can be sufficient unto herself and shouldn’t spend all her time thinking of marriage. Deep inside, Henrietta thinks that under a certain circumstance, she could give herself completely, but she rarely thinks of this. For her part, Isabel might think a bit too much of herself. She always plans out her progress. She spends so much time thinking about herself because she is such a pleasant topic. Sometimes she wonders about the harsh things in life, but cannot dwell on them too much since she doesn’t know them. 

She is completely taken with England. When she had come to Europe in her childhood, it was to Paris. She thinks of Gardencourt as a "picture made real." She often spends time with Mr. Touchett on the lawn. He likes to make her talk. "Like the mass of American girls, Isabel had been encouraged to express herself." Mr. Touchett is often reminded of his wife as a teenager, but never tells Isabel this. She wants to know everything about English life, politics, and history. She compares everything he tells her to what she’s read in books. Mr. Touchett tells her England is a fine country. Isabel is skeptical of English people’s merits, thinking they must be "stupidly conventional." She tells him the women aren’t treated very well in the novels. Mr. Touchett responds that it might be true of women of the lower class, but not so much of the middle and upper class. She wonders how many classes the British have, and guesses at fifty. Mr. Touchett claims not to know and tells her that the advantage of being an American in England is that one doesn’t belong to any class. 

Notes In this chapter, James reveals what will be Isabel Archer’s fatal flaw. It is her innocence along with her untested self-assurance that she can conquer any difficulty and remain the same good person. James makes this revelation with two techniques. The first is direct description of Isabel’s personality and the second is a dialogue she has with Mr. Touchett. It’s as if the first is the theory and the second is the demonstration. 

Chapter 7 Isabel and Ralph spend a great deal of time together talking about the British customs and politics. The Touchetts receive very few guests, so Isabel is left alone with her family members most of the time. Isabel is both critical and sentimental. She tends to respond to criticisms of America with vigorous defense. She finds Ralph too irreverent. He makes everything a joke. She wonders what he really thinks and knows he doesn’t let her into his innermost thoughts. She doesn’t know that Ralph thinks about her all the time. He’s even wondered if he loves her, but he has convinced himself that it is not love he feels for her. He thinks of her as a beautiful building which he can admire from the outside but which he cannot enter. He often wonders what she will do with herself. Most women don’t do anything with themselves. They only wait for a man to come along and give them a destiny. Isabel is original in the sense that she seems to have her own intentions. Ralph looks forward to seeing how she goes about fulfilling her intentions. 

One day she and Ralph return from a rowing excursion to find Lord Warburton. Isabel had a good impression of him the first day she saw him and now she finds him even more likable. She even thinks of him as a "hero of romance." After dinner, Mrs. Touchett sits with Ralph, Lord Warburton and Isabel until late and then tells Isabel it is time they went to bed. Isabel tells her she wishes to remain downstairs and will let Ralph help her to her room later. Mrs. Touchett insists and causes a small stir among the men who think she is being rude, although they agree that it isn’t proper for Isabel to stay up alone with them. Ralph notices that instead of getting angry, Isabel complies with her aunt’s wishes. As Isabel says goodnight to her aunt in front of her room, they discuss the incident. Isabel tells her she didn’t know it was improper for her to stay up with young men and that she would appreciate her aunt continuing to tell her of these social proprieties as they come up. She says she wants to know them so she can decide whether to comply with them. 
Notes 
Chapter 7 brings out more of Isabel Archer’s character as an independent-minded young woman, but one who is not free and easy with social conventions. This sense of Isabel’s grounded sense of self and place is brought out in two senses. First, it is brought out in her intercourse with her cousin Ralph. From Ralph’s point of view, Isabel is a fascinating person to be around, but not one who has let him all the way into her inner world. He compares her to a house whose door is closed to him. Second, it is brought out in her encounter with the constraints of her social position as a young woman in England. To Mrs. Touchett’s insistence that she go to bed whether she likes it or not, Isabel complies. She admits that she doesn’t understand such constraints, but that she will conform to them. At the end of the chapter, she insists that she wants to know the social rules which confine her so she can choose whether to obey them or not. The reader should be aware of this attitude and watch for instances of Isabel’s rebellion. It is more likely that her actions are more telling than her words, here. She says the rule is incomprehensible and perhaps unjust, but she does go upstairs at her aunt’s bidding. 

Chapter 8 Lord Warburton invites Isabel to come and see his house, Lockleigh. He gets Mrs. Touchett to agree to a visit. He tells Isabel about his family. His parents are dead and he has two brothers and four sisters. His elder brother is a clergyman and very conservative, his younger brother is in the army in India and lives a very extravagant life. Two of his sisters are married, one to Lord Haycock and one to a "smallish squire in Norfolk." As Isabel talks to Lord Warburton, he tells her his views of politics and English life. He assures her that she can’t possibly have opposing views and if she does, she must not have thought much about them. He jokes with her that the Americans are "the most grossly superstitious. They were rank Tories and bigots . . . There were no conservatives like American conservatives." Isabel realizes Lord Warburton is a new kind of English noble. He wishes to reform the English system of government and society on a more equal footing. Isabel is amused at Lord Warburton’s careful explanations of everything. She realizes that he must think she is a barbarian and often asks naive questions just to catch him out in this assumption. She realizes, however, that even about America he knows more than she does. She thinks of him as a man who always takes a tone of "responsible kindness." 

She talks to Ralph about him. Ralph thinks he is a sad case since he thinks of himself as an "imposition." He wants to reform the nobility out of English society. For Ralph, Lord Warburton is a "victim of a critical age." He has everything and yet is unhappy with himself. When Isabel talks to Mr. Touchett about him, he tells her he doesn’t recommend that she fall in love with him. He says Lord Warburton wants to do away with many things while remaining himself. This is an inconsistent, though natural position. Mr. Touchett says he likes things the way they are and doesn’t want anything to be "disestablished" especially his own property. Isabel jokes about how she would like to see a revolution. She says she is on the side of both the old and the new, but in a revolution she would probably be a proud loyalist since they get to take up more picturesque poses. Mr. Touchett says the liberals in the House of Lords don’t really want what they say they want. They are only theorizing for their amusement. For him, progressive ideas are the greatest luxury. They end by joking about Lord Warburton’s insatiability to be a martyr. Isabel says she will never make anyone a martyr and Mr. Touchett responds with the hope that she will never be one herself. 

Notes Henry James goes to such trouble to develop the character of Lord Warburton, here, primarily because he is an important actor in Isabel Archer’s life. He will present one choice for her to take for her future. James is careful to make his English lord both rich and liberal. Lord Warburton is the kind of English lord who would be attracted to an American woman of no social standing in England. Such a choice for a wife would go against the norms of his class, but since he is "a nobleman of the newest pattern, a reformer, a radical, a contemner of ancient ways," he would be attracted to such a subversion of the norm. 

The description of this new kind of English lord also serves a larger purpose in the novel. It sets up the social history of the novel and it reveals the attitude of the author. In this case, it seems clear that Henry James doesn’t much approve of the kind of thinking of Lord Warburton, but that he thinks it is all fairly tame. Henry James seems to speak through the voice of Mr. Touchett. He is a conservative. He finds the old ways best and cannot see any reason for changing things. The old ways involve property and since he owns a great deal of it, any upset in the way of the world would be an upset in his comfortable life at Gardencourt. 

Chapter 9 The two Misses Molyneux, Lord Warburton’s sisters, come to see Isabel at Gardencourt. She finds them very sweet and is interested to see that they are not at all "morbid," a trait she has found to her distaste in some of her American friends and which she worries is present in her own nature. When she speaks of them to Ralph, he laughs at the idea of Isabel being so attracted to such a staid and simple life as that which the sisters live. 

A few days later, Isabel, Mrs. Touchett, and Ralph visit Lockleigh. Isabel talks to the sisters and tries to bring out their ideas by asking provocative questions. They take their brother’s ideas very seriously and say that "one ought to be liberal" and that it is how the family has been for many years. Isabel also meets the Vicar and finds him likable, but she can’t imagine going to him for spiritual help. 

As they tour the grounds, Lord Warburton takes the chance to stroll alone with Isabel. He asks her if she will let him come to see her often. She tells him she is "quite in [her] aunt’s hands" and must follow what her aunt decides for her, but that she would like to see more of him. At one point, she realizes he is getting too serious, and she lightly rebuffs him. He tells her he never feels safe with her since she always seems to be "summing people up." She tells him she plans to go abroad with her aunt. He tells her he suspects her somehow of having mysterious plans. She replies that she is just like all the other Americans who hope to improve their minds with foreign travel. Lord Warburton tells her he gets the idea that she despises the English or, at least, that she finds them quaint. She realizes that he is again seeming to be on the verge of "turning romantic," and wonders if he will make a scene here, but he recovers his light tone and they return to the others. 


Notes The situation of Lockleigh, the site of English aristocracy in the novel, is best summed up in the attitude Isabel finds so attractive in the Misses Molyneux: "it’s lovely to be so quiet and reasonable and satisfied." Isabel adds that she would like to be like this, but when she is approached by Lord Warburton, who seems to have fallen for her in the short time they’ve known each other, she pulls back and keeps him at an arm’s distance. It seems that Lord Warburton will be the first of Isabel’s serious choices to make in Europe and that she will decline the offer. At this stage, however, the reader is given only the beginnings of this potential romance. 

Chapter 10 Isabel receives a note from her friend Henrietta Stackpole informing her that she has arrived in England and wants to see her as well as to get some information about the "inner life" of English society. Isabel is a little uncomfortable with the news of her friend’s arrival, but nevertheless asks Mr. Touchett who extends an invitation to Henrietta to come stay at Gardencourt. As they wait at the train platform for her, Ralph wants to know what to expect in Miss Stackpole. Isabel says Henrietta doesn’t care in the least what men think of her. Ralph assumes this means Henrietta is ugly. Isabel says she is actually pretty. She adds that she will ask Henrietta not to do a portrait of the family in her newspaper. 

When she arrives, Ralph realizes she is pretty after all. He is startled at her directness. She wants to know right away if he considers himself American or English. By the use of humor, he evades her attempts to nail him down to one image. He feels vaguely embarrassed to be under her scrutiny. Henrietta is not altogether comfortable in England. She finds it cramped. Isabel spends a good deal of time with Henrietta. One morning, she finds that Henrietta is beginning a description of Gardencourt for her newspaper and asks her to refrain from writing about the Touchetts or their house. Isabel promises to help her find other subjects to write about. She tells Henrietta that she has "no sense of privacy." Henrietta misses the point. She says she never writes about herself. Isabel says she should be modest for other people as well as herself. Henrietta writes this down as a good quote to include in one of her articles. 

Henrietta is a bit scandalized by Ralph’s lack of an occupation. She doesn’t consider his poor health. She compares his illness to her occasional illnesses which she doesn’t let prevent her from working. Ralph thinks of her as an interesting person to talk to. One day he takes her through his portrait gallery and is happy to see that she doesn’t come out with the stock of conventional phrases of praise he usually hears from guests. She doesn’t pay much attention to the pictures. She tries to convince him that it’s his duty to marry. He mistakes her, thinking she is saying he should think of marrying her. She feels offended by this assumption and walks away. Later, Isabel tells him he has mistaken Henrietta, who always asks personal questions of others without involving herself personally in the matter at hand. Isabel tells him there’s "something of the ‘people’ in her," that she is a "kind of emanation of the great democracy" in America. Isabel is so taken up with her thought, that she gets emotional in telling it. Ralph admires her imagination ad agrees that Henrietta "smells of the future." 


Notes Henrietta Stackpole is another of Henry James’ satellite figures intended to highlight some aspect of Isabel Archer. She is certainly provocative. Ralph feels vaguely embarrassed by Miss Stackpole’s gaze "less inviolate, more dishonored, than he liked." Isabel is a bit uncomfortable with inviting Henrietta into the Touchett’s home. She lightly scolds her for being immodest with other people’s privacy. Nevertheless, she admires her as a democratic spirit. She and Ralph agree that Henrietta is a person of the future. It seems that this is a future Henry James was somewhat uncomfortable with. Henrietta Stackpole is a figure in the novel who represents the New Woman, the feminist of the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. She is independent, she is disinterested in marriage, and she is career-driven. In Henry James’s ideal setting--the English country home--she doesn’t fit in very well and imagines it to be best used in an article as a lifestyle piece. In Henrietta Stackpole, Henry James shows an extreme he certainly doesn’t want his "lady" to resort to, but one which she can find attractive from a respectable distance. 

Chapter 11 Ralph Touchett is careful from henceforth not to mistake Henrietta Stackpole’s inquisitive nature for one of personal interest. He realizes that for Henrietta, people are "simple and homogenous organisms." Since he is "too perverted a representative of the nature of [humanity]" he decides not to deal with her in a reciprocal relation. Mrs. Touchett, meanwhile, finds Henrietta to be "an adventuress and a bore." She tells Isabel that it is clear Henrietta was raised in a boarding house. Mrs. Touchett detests "boarding-house civilization." She and Henrietta have one or two heated exchanges before they decide to avoid each other. One of these involves servants and one involves hotels. Mrs. Touchett hates American hotels and Henrietta defends them. Mrs. Touchett thinks servants in America are treated as co-workers and Henrietta finds this feudalistic attitude incomprehensible. 

One day Henrietta scolds Isabel for having been changed by her new environment. She has not asked about Caspar Goodwood. In fact, he came over on the same ship as Henrietta and Henrietta talked to him about Isabel the whole time. Isabel spends two days of restlessness while she waits for his inevitable call. She gets a letter from him which says he has come to England because she is there. Even though she rejected him before she left the States, he can’t believe that she is so fickle as to have been serious. As Isabel reads this short letter, she hears someone approach. She looks up and sees Lord Warburton. Notes The happenstance that as Isabel is finishing Caspar Goodwood’s letter she looks up to see Lord Warburton is a clever plot contrivance on James’ part. It is clear, here, that Warburton has supplanted Goodwood as the object of potential attraction for Isabel. However, since we have already seen Isabel’s ambivalence in the face of Warburton’s advances, it seems that he will merely be a bridge between America and something else. 

Chapter 12 
Isabel puts the letter in her pocket and offers her hand in greeting to Lord Warburton. It is clear he has come just to see her and she is sure it has to do with a romantic intent. She had always thought of men only in relation to their moral nature, never in relation to their standing in the world. Lord Warburton is a "personage" of such a nature that she has never encountered in her life before. She is aware that in thinking of rejecting him, she is giving up a great chance in life. As they walk in the garden, it occurs to her that a few weeks ago, she would have thought this situation "deeply romantic." 

Lord Warburton tells her he has fallen in love with her and wants her to marry him. She tells him he hasn’t known her for very long. He protests that he knows her well enough. She asks him to give her some time to think about it. While he is talking, she is moved by his sincerity and sweetness of emotion. She tells him she likes him and that she likes his home. He tells her he wouldn’t want to marry anyone but her. She says she doesn’t know that she wants to marry anyone at all. She says she doesn’t think she would suit him. At one point, she feels as if he is offering her a very large and guilded cage. He tells her he is afraid of "that remarkable mind of [hers]." She surprises him by saying she too is afraid of it. Finally he leaves, but not before telling her that if she doesn’t like Lockleigh, they can live anywhere in the world. 

After he is gone, she realizes she has no intention of marrying him, but only wants some time to think of how to convince him that the marriage wouldn’t be a good thing so he won’t suffer too much. She wonders if she is cold-hearted to refuse him so lightly, especially to refuse such a "magnificent chance." She decides that she must do "great things, she must do something greater" if she is to refuse him. She also thinks she likes him too much to marry him. She goes back to the house, feeling frightened of herself. 

Notes 
Within the space of one chapter, Isabel receives Lord Warburton’s proposal of marriage and vows to refuse it. As she does, she decides that she must do something even better for herself than marrying an English lord. Isabel seems to sense that she has something to do that goes beyond England. It is after all the first stop on her European tour. Her aunt has promised to take her to France and then on to Venice. The expectation is already set up in the novel that she will do just that. A marriage at this stage, even to such a good person as Lord Warburton, is not to be. 

All the while that Isabel is being proposed to, she is thinking of the romantic resonance of her situation here. She has read enough novels to know that this is the most romantic scene novels usually aspire to. She realizes that while she was still n Albany, she would have thought this a perfect situation. Now that she has been in England only a short time, it moves her only in the sense that she genuinely likes Lord Warburton and is moved by his strong emotion for her. She seems to have changed significantly just as Henrietta Stackpole averred in the last chapter. 

Chapter 13 
Isabel goes to her uncle to discuss the matter of Lord Warburton’s offer of marriage. She tells him she doesn’t plan to accept the offer. He tells her Lord Warburton has already written to him telling him of his plans to propose. Isabel says she doesn’t want to get married at this point in her life. 

During their discussion, Isabel and Mr. Touchett discuss the position of Americans in England. He tells her he has paid for his place in England and that as long as one pays, there’s room anywhere. He suggests, "Perhaps you might also have to pay too much." Isabel simply replies, "Perhaps I might." 

Isabel thinks of how she has been trying to escape the possessiveness of Caspar Goodwood, her American suitor. She feels as if he influences her in such a way that it deprives her of a sense of freedom. He is a very powerful force in her mind and this force always translates in her sense of things to a diminished sense of liberty. She is especially interested in keeping her independence since she has just given such a focus to it by turning down Lord Warburton’s "big bribe." She realizes she was very eager to take up Mrs. Touchett’s offer to come with her to Europe because she wanted to escape Caspar Goodwood. She thinks of him as a sort of "grim fate." 

The narrator gives a short history of Gaspar Goodwood’s life in the interests of giving a "clearer view." He is the son of a cotton mill owner in Boston, Massachusetts. He went to Harvard and distinguished himself in sports. Then he applied himself to mechanical engineering and invented a device that improved the running of the cotton mill. "There were intricate, bristling things he rejoiced in." Many people think he should do more than manage the mill, but he needed some big event to pull him into politics. Isabel had always liked the fact that he was such a "mover of men." However, there was always something stiff about him. She isn’t in love with him and therefore criticizes his small defects. She wonders about herself since Lord Warburton fulfills all the criterion in a lover or husband which Caspar Goodwood lacks and she still doesn’t want him. 

She decides not to answer Caspar Goodwood’s letter. Instead she writes to Lord Warburton telling him she cannot marry him and asking him not to bring the matter up again. In the meantime, Henrietta Stackpole talks to Ralph about her worries about Isabel. She thinks Isabel is changing too much from having been in Europe and she wants Isabel to marry Caspar Goodwood as a measure to keep her in line with her old values. She asks Ralph to invite Caspar Goodwood to Gardencourt. Ralph does so, but Caspar responds saying he cannot come. When she hears of this, Henrietta decides to take Isabel with her to London for sight seeing. When Isabel tells Ralph of this plan, he laughs, saying in a roundabout way that it is improper for two young women to go around alone in London. He will go with them. 


Notes 
Here Isabel Archer sends Lord Warburton a letter rejecting his offer of marriage and Henrietta Stackpole begins a scheme to get her married to Caspar Goodwood regardless of her wishes. The issue at stake for Isabel seems to be about freedom. When she considered her life with Lord Warburton, she thought of it as a sort of gilded cage. When she thinks of Caspar Goodwood, she thinks of a loss of freedom. This theme of freedom is part of James’ attempt to write the American heroine. She is interested in Europe, but she goes to it for the freedom she thinks it might afford her. However, as soon as she arrives, she encounters many forms of restraint, the most telling of which is social conventions. First, Mrs. Touchett informs her of the impropriety of staying up with two young men. Now, Ralph Touchett informs her that it is improper for her and Henrietta to go to London to see the sights unescorted by a man. He does so lightly as if in jest, but he does say he will go with her. For her part, as much as Henrietta Stackpole is supposed to stand in for the independent woman, she is more invested in the present social order than she would at first seem to be, especially its insistence that young women like Isabel Archer marry young men like Caspar Goodwood. 

Chapter 14 
Henrietta wants to leave immediately for London, but Isabel is kept waiting for Lord Warburton. He waits a few days to respond to her letter, and when he does, he writes to say he will be coming to call in a few days. He brings his sister, the elder Miss Molyneux, who has a "nun-like forehead" and wears a silver cross. Isabel notices a "world of hereditary quiet in her." At lunch, Henrietta Stackpole questions Lord Warburton brusquely. He answers vaguely but politely. After dinner, Lord Warburton asks Isabel to join him in the picture gallery. They discuss her rejection of his offer. He wants to know her reasons since she has told him it is not because she doesn’t like him. She tells him she will tell him some day when "there’s more to show for it." He tells her how unhappy he will be in the mean time. Finally, she tells him she rejects his offer because she feels that in marrying him, she would be escaping her fate. She tells him she cannot escape unhappiness, that she can never be happy by turning away from life or separating herself from it. He tries to convince her that a life with him would not mean turning away, but Isabel feels that it would be. 

They are interrupted by Miss Molyneux, Henrietta Stackpole and Ralph who join them in the gallery. Henrietta is badgering Miss Molyneux with questions that confuse the young woman. She responds vaguely to each question. When she tells her brother that she must be getting back home, and he doesn’t hear her, Miss Stackpole pushes her to say what she does when she wants her brother to do something for her. Miss Molyneux says "I never do anything." Mss Molyneux asks Isabel to come see her again soon, but Isabel tells her she won’t be able to since she will be leaving soon. Henrietta meanwhile gets an invitation out of Lord Warburton to his estate. When he tells her she won’t be able to come with Isabel, but should come alone, she thinks he is insulting her. She thinks he has been told that she exposes individuals in her newspaper accounts. No one will respond to her questions and she says she is sure there is something the matter with all of them. Outside, Isabel says good-bye to Lord Warburton and his sister. 

That evening, Mrs. Touchett comes to see Isabel in her room. She wants to know why Isabel told Mr. Touchett and not her about the proposal. Isabel says it is because Mr. Touchett knew Lord Warburton. Mrs. Touchett says she knows Isabel better. Isabel smiles and says she is not sure of that. Mrs. Touchett says she thinks Isabel rejected Lord Warburton because she was hoping for something better. Isabel only laughs at the joke. 


Notes 
The sad encounter between Isabel and Lord Warburton only adds poignancy to her refusal of his marriage offer. Henry James makes clear in his description of the elder Miss Molyneux that Isabel would never fit into the life of a lord’s wife. This subtle clue--the description of Lord Warburton’s sister--is reinforced by the direct discourse about the subject in the discussion Isabel has with Lord Warburton. In it, Isabel is forced to name her reasons for rejecting him. She tells him she cannot be happy if she "turns away" or separates herself from life, "from the usual chances and dangers, from what most people know and suffer." No matter how much Lord Warburton insists that a life with him is not a life divorced from the life of the common lot, it is clear by his sister’s passivity, her placid calm, that she has lived just such a life. When she is pushed by Henrietta Stackpole to say what she would do if her brother didn’t listen to her, she responds, "I never do anything." When Isabel looks at her, she sees "the peace, the kindness, the honor, he possessions, the deep security and a great seclusion" that would be her life at Lockleigh. It is attractive, but for Isabel, it is not her "fate." 

Chapter 15 
Even though Mrs. Touchett doesn’t quite approve of the plan of Isabel and Henrietta going to London with only Ralph as an escort, she doesn’t stop them. Isabel is going in search of "local color." Isabel talks with her aunt about her rejection of Lord Warburton. Mrs. Touchett tells her she would have liked for Isabel to have married him, but when Isabel tells her she doesn’t love him, she agrees that she did right to refuse him. 

In London, the women check into Pratt’s Hotel and Ralph takes up residence at his family house in Winchester Square. They visit all the major tourist spots in London. Henrietta wants more introductions to people. At night, Ralph is al alone at his house but spends his time thinking about Isabel. She seems more charming than she has yet seemed. Isabel seems to be quite happy with what she finds in London. She likes to ask many questions about society and history of Ralph and, when he doesn’t have the answers, to speculate on theories which support some answer she devises. Ralph likes to watch Isabel as she interacts with the people she meets. 

One afternoon he invites one of his acquaintances, Mr. Bantling, to meet Isabel and Henrietta. They have dinner at the Winchester Square house. Mr. Bantling is very happy with Henrietta and promises to get her an introduction to his sister, Lady Pensil’s house in Bedfordshire. That day, Miss Stackpole had met the Miss Climbers, two friends from the States, and had promised to have dinner with them that evening. Mr. Bantling escorts her there, leaving Isabel and Ralph alone in the garden. 

Alone, Ralph and Isabel are quiet for a while, then he brings up the topic of Lord Warburton and her recent rejection of his proposal. He praises Lord Warburton, saying he "unites the intrinsic and the extrinsic advantages." Isabel says he was too perfect for her to marry him. She remains reserved in the face of Ralph’s inquiries. Finally, he tells her he will enjoy watching her as she sets out on her life. He says he will "have the thrill of seeing what a young lady does who won’t marry Lord Warburton." He says she has "kept the game in [her] hands." Isabel tells him she has a different aim from the young men with whom he compares her. She doesn’t want to drain the cup of experience, but only to see it. She adds that she doesn’t want to marry until she has seen Europe. 

After a while, she leaves. She refuses to let him escort her back to her hotel since she feels that he is too tired. 
Notes 
If it wasn’t already clear to the reader before this, it is clear now: Ralph Touchett is in love with Isabel Archer. Since he is slowly dying, he cannot say anything to her of his affection, so he remains ironic and witty. He casts himself as a spectator. In this chapter, he is shown alone in his family’s Winchester Square house after his days spent in London with Isabel and Henrietta Stackpole. Alone, he thinks about Isabel. In the last scene of the chapter, he is alone with her for the first time in many chapters. He discusses her rejection of Lord Warburton’s proposal with her and clearly seems to see that she has refused such a good opportunity out of a need to be free. Isabel is reticent to accept his perspective of her reasons, but it seems reasonably accurate in light of all that she has said before. Ralph is the most important of Isabel Archer’s satellites. He is a moral center in the novel. Therefore his approval of her decision to remain free to see Europe sets up high hopes on the reader’s part that she will be successful. 

Chapter 16 
Isabel Archer had told Ralph Touchett to let her go home alone because she had realized lately that she hasn’t had time alone for quite some time. She is interrupted, however, by the announcement of Caspar Goodwood. She reluctantly goes down to meet him in the parlor. She is upset to find out about Henrietta Stackpole’s interference in setting up the meeting. It becomes clear that in their last talk in Albany before she left for Europe, she had told him to let her alone for at least a year while she went to Europe. He tells her it might as well have been twenty years since it is so difficult to be separated from her. Isabel tells him he doesn’t fit into her present life. She feels as if she always has to defend herself against his assumption that he knows better than she does what is good for her. He always seems "large and hard" as if he is in armor and ready for aggression. Finally, she asks him to wait for two years. He wants to know what reward he will get for waiting, if she will be sure to marry him after that time. She says she cannot say if she will be able to. It is clear that he is in great pain and she feels sorry for him, but remains steadfast. She tells him she doesn’t want to marry or even talk about marriage at this point in her life. She insists that she has a right to feel this way. 

Caspar is worried that she will find some dazzling man who will sweep her off her feet. She tells him "I don’t need the aid of a clever man to teach me how to live. I can find it out for myself." Finally, Isabel feels compelled to tell him of her recent rejection of Lord Warburton’s proposal. She does so in order to convince him that she is serious about not marrying and that she has even given up this great chance to keep her independence. Caspar isn’t satisfied, though, because she says she only thought of him a little bit as a reason for rejecting the marriage offer. At his continued pressing, she tells him her recent "system" or "theory" about her independence. She tells him she is especially fond of her "personal independence." Caspar exclaims that it is just with the purpose of making her independent that he wants to marry her. He tells her that a girl her age is confined by social conventions. 

Isabel insists that since she’s not pretty, she isn’t "bound to be timid and conventional." She tells him she tries to judge things for herself, what is right and what is wrong. She adds, "I wish to choose my fate and know something of human affairs beyond what other people think it compatible with propriety to tell me." She tells him that if he hears that she is on the verge of accepting a marriage proposal, he should remember these words so he can doubt it. Finally, he agrees and promises to come back to her wherever she is in two years time. She tells him to remember that she promises him nothing. He leaves. She goes back up to her apartment and leaves the lights off and stands listening to him walk away. Then she drops to her knees beside her bed and hides her face in her arms. 

	



Notes 
In the scene between Isabel and Caspar, James traces out the outlines of the theme of a woman’s independence perhaps more than he does in any other place in the novel. Caspar Goodwood is an excellent satellite figure in the sense that he is so pushy. He forces Isabel to come up with a reason for her choice to part from him for a year. Unlike Lord Warburton, who does not push Isabel to say exactly why she is rejecting his offer, Caspar stands in front of Isabel and makes her articulate her plans. Her plans are nevertheless vague and idealistic. She wants independence. It is clear that Isabel Archer is operating out of some subconscious sense that marriage to whomever, even the best of men, would be a severe reduction of freedom. She is just on the verge of a tour of Europe with her aunt. She has seen her two sisters tied down in unsatisfying marriages. The idea of finding a better man doesn’t seem to be part of her reticence to accept either Caspar Goodwood or Lord Warburton. It is simply a desire for freedom. Isabel Archer is at no time in the novel as strong as she is in this chapter. She asserts her feelings and wishes, attempts to do so without hurting Caspar Goodwood, but refuses to let him bully her into denying herself. The effort at asserting herself seems to have drained her of all energy since, as soon as she returns to her room, she drops to her knees and hides her face. 

Chapter 17 
Isabel isn’t lying with her face hidden in her arms to pray, but to recover from the high emotions she feels. She is actually rejoicing at having gotten rid of Caspar Goodwood. She feels guilty over it, but she also feels a thrill at having just exercised her power. She feels that "she had done what was truest to her plan." Soon Henrietta Stackpole comes in. Isabel receives her coldly, telling her she had no right to interfere. When Henrietta is upset that Isabel turned Caspar away, Isabel tells her, "You are not the judge. I can’t trust you." Henrietta is unmoved by the statement and tells Isabel that if she marries "one of these people" that she will never speak to her again. Isabel tells Henrietta to leave her alone. She tells her she doesn’t have a clear plan and that she doesn’t mind drifting for a while, just as if she were in a carriage traveling at night. Henrietta accuses her of acting out romantic fantasies she’s read about in "immoral novels." She adds that she loves Isabel intensely and so is very concerned about her. 

The next morning, Henrietta tells Isabel she will stay in London to wait for word from Lady Pensil. She plans to spend time at this person’s house to get more information on London’s "inner life." She tells Isabel she plans to be "the Queen of American Journalism" and expects her next article to be printed all over the west. 

Soon, Ralph Touchett comes to see Isabel and tells her he has received word that his father has taken a turn for the worse. He is going to see Sir Matthew Hope, a famous doctor, to make arrangements for him to go to Gardencourt, and then he will leave. Isabel insists on going too. When he returns to pick up Isabel later that afternoon, she isn’t ready and he speaks briefly with Henrietta. They discuss her prospects for learning about London life. Then she tells him about Caspar Goodwood’s visit to Isabel the night before. Ralph blushes at the mention, thinking for a moment that Isabel had lied to him the night before when she had left him to be alone. Henrietta tells him it was she who set up the meeting by sending a note to Caspar that Isabel would be alone. Ralph is clearly relieved at this verification of Isabel’s honesty, enough so that he can be generous in saying "Poor Mr. Goodwood" several times. Henrietta tells him she plans to see Mr. Goodwood to tell him not to give up. She adds that if she really believed Isabel wouldn’t eventually come around to marrying Mr. Goodwood, that she would give Isabel up. 


Notes 
Chapter 17 is interesting mainly for its further depiction of Henrietta Stackpole’s relation to Isabel Archer. Isabel scolds her for interfering in her private life. Henrietta seems to feel no remorse for her machinations at all. She tells Isabel that she loves her intensely. It does seem, in fact, that Henrietta loves Isabel more intensely than a simple friend would. She doesn’t seem to recognize any ego boundaries between herself and Isabel. When Isabel came to Europe, she followed right away. She wrote articles for her newspaper which practically quoted Isabel’s letters. She can’t see that Isabel has desires which are quite separate and quite different from her own. She won’t accept this possibility. She threatens at several points in this chapters to drop Isabel completely if she proves to be other than the person that she, Henrietta, has imagined her to be. The worst manifestation of this alien self seems to be marriage to a European. Henrietta’s rude interference in the relationship between Isabel and Caspar Goodwood sets up a strangely triangular relationship, wherein she participates in the marriage if she can pull it off. 

The second element of note in this chapter is Henrietta’s recognition that Isabel is living a romantic fantasy straight out of a novel. Isabel says, "I find it very pleasant not to know [where I’m drifting]. A swift carriage, of a dark night, rattling with four horses over roads that one can’t see--that’s my idea of happiness." It’s clear that Henrietta is right: Isabel got this idea of happiness straight out of some novel. In this light, the reader is asked to question how firmly Isabel has her feet planted on the ground when just in the chapter before, it seemed clear that she was acting in a practical and independent way. Perhaps in juxtaposing these two images of Isabel--the strong woman who faces down even the strongest man to assert her rights versus the romantic who spent her first years in a library reading novels and now wants to make their fantasies come true--James wants to reader to see the complications of a character who is more than just one thing. 

Chapter 18 
Isabel and Ralph ride out to Gardencourt together. Once there, Isabel is left on her own. She goes down to look for Mrs. Touchett and finds someone in the parlor playing the piano very beautifully. At first she thinks it is a French woman when they begin to speak, then Mrs. Touchett comes in and she is revealed to be an American, born in Brooklyn, whose father was a Naval officer. Isabel admires Madame Merle a great deal for her grace and poise. She is around forty years old and seems to be full of "strong impulses kept in admirable order." Isabel, Mrs. Touchett and Madame Merle have tea together. Then Sir Matthew, the doctor from London, appears and Mrs. Touchett confers with him privately. 

That evening, Isabel has a chance to talk about Madame Merle with Ralph. He has gotten good news about his father’s health and so is relieved of worries enough to chat with Isabel. He says she is "the cleverest woman I know excepting you." He says she is very much accepted by all society and can travel at will and be invited everywhere. He says his mother admires Madame Merle more than any other person. He adds that Madame Merle "does everything beautifully. She’s complete." Isabel realizes Ralph doesn’t actually like Madame Merle. He says he used to be in love with her. She finds out that Madame Merle has no children and that her husband died years ago. 

The next day, Mr. Touchett takes a turn for the worse. Ralph goes in to see him. Mr. Touchett is sure he will die soon. He tells him he wants to know that Ralph will be doing something with his life. He wants him to have some new interest, particularly, he wants him to get married and he has Isabel in mind. Ralph says he is not in love with her, but that he would be if things were different. When Mr. Touchett is made to believe that Ralph will absolutely not propose marriage to Isabel, Ralph tells him he would like to do something for Isabel. He wants to see what Isabel can do if they "put a little wind in her sails." Mr. Touchett has left her a five thousand pound legacy, but Ralph wants him to divide his own inheritance equally and give half of it to Isabel. That comes to sixty thousand pounds, a fortune. Ralph says he wants to make Isabel rich so she can "meet the requirements of [her] imagination." Ralph argues that if Isabel has an easy income, she will never have to marry for economic reasons. Mr. Touchett has a great deal of difficulty understanding Ralph’s motives. Ralph explains that he wants Mr. Touchett to give the money to Isabel without noting that it was Ralph’s idea. Ralph explains that Isabel doesn’t know how little money she has and he doesn’t want to see her find out. Mr. Touchett argues that it is immoral to make it so easy for someone. Ralph answers that "to facilitate the execution of good impulses, what can be a nobler act?" Mr. Touchett’s final concern is about fortune-hunters. Ralph has thought of this and says he feels confident that Isabel is able to fend them off. 


Notes 
Two momentous events occur in this chapter. The first is only the set up to a larger plot development. It is the introduction of Madame Merle, a woman who will play a significant role in Isabel’s life. The second is the transformation of Isabel from a poor relation to an equal. In settling such a large fortune on Isabel, Mr. Touchett assures her of the material basis of an independent life. With this much money, Isabel could live the kind of life Mrs. Touchett lives without marriage to interfere in her freedom. 

The reader realizes at this point the depth of Ralph’s strong feelings for Isabel. Remember he has only known her a few weeks. It is clear, however, that he loves her deeply and admires her freedom. On one level, Ralph, who is tied down by his lung disease from living a free life, will get to see someone who seems to be quite a free spirit living a free life. He can thereby live a free live vicariously. On another level, the reader might wonder if Ralph is ensuring that Isabel remains unmarried. At least she will not marry any one for financial reasons. Such a motive is far from anything that Henry James would propose not to mention his noble character Ralph Touchett. Ralph’s stated reasons are a desire to give Isabel real freedom to experience life as her imagination prompts her to. Such a noble impulse sets up the ideal of the novel. With this kind of basis, Isabel’s chances seem limitless. 

It is useful to wonder why the introduction of Madame Merle in he same chapter as the plan for Isabel’s new wealth. Perhaps the dreaded fortune hunter is in the same house with those bestowing the fortune on Isabel. 

Chapter 19 
Isabel and Madame Merle spend a great deal of time together. Isabel often thinks that she reveals too much of herself to Madame Merle. She thinks Madame Merle has the great talent of knowing how to feel. Madame Merle, on the other hand, says that now that she is forty, she doesn’t know how to feel any more, but does know how to judge. She tells Isabel that she can’t wait to find out what life makes of her and that she’s sure life might pull her about horribly, but surely will not break her up. Isabel likes to talk to Madame Merle and Madame Merle likes to keep the topic of conversation focused on Isabel. 

The weather gets to be so bad that Ralph Touchett can’t go outside. He stands at the window and watches Isabel taking daily walks with Madame Merle. Isabel finds everything about Madame Merle worthy of emulation. She can’t help but realize that Henrietta Stackpole would not at all approve of her new friend. Isabel thinks about the "aristocratic position" as one in which a person is in a better position for appreciating people than they are for appreciating her or him. She thinks Madame Merle has achieved such a position. She finds Madame Merle eminently talented. She is always doing something very well, playing the piano, painting, writing, doing embroidery, or talking. The only fault Isabel can find is that she is not natural. She seems to be a purely social being. Mrs. Touchett, however, tells Isabel that Serena Merle doesn’t have a single fault. Madame Merle answers that for Mrs. Touchett, not having a fault means showing up to dinner on time, not bringing too much luggage when visiting, and not getting sick while visiting. 


Madame Merle at points tells about her own ruined hopes. She tells Isabel she was born before the French Revolution and that she belongs to the "old, old world." She says Americans who live in Europe are displaced, like parasites. She adds that women do better than men since they don’t have any natural place anyway. She takes Ralph Touchett as an example. His illness is his career. Without it, he would be a sad case of displaced humanity. She next introduces a compatriot who lives in Italy, Gilbert Osmond. He is also a man who has no occupation, but he does it better than Ralph. He paints water colors and he loves his daughter. Madame Merle promises to introduce Isabel to him some day. One day Isabel asks Madame Merle about the antipathy she has sensed between her and Ralph. Madame Merle says Ralph doesn’t like her, but she feels nothing strongly about him. She calls it "an antipathy of nature." Isabel wonders about this, but even though she likes to pursue knowledge, she also has a tendency to shrink from finding out unpleasant things. 

Madame Merle tells Isabel that she feels that she has failed in her ambitions. She doesn’t have a husband, a child, a fortune, or a position. Isabel objects that she has friends, but Madame Merle is not willing to accept this as an accomplishment. Isabel says that in her mind, success means seeing some dream of one’s youth come true and that she has already seem this happen. Madame Merle scoffs at this idea. She can only think Isabel must mean that some young man has proposed marriage to her. She says she too has refused proposals of marriage, and perhaps should have made one more refusal if she had done rightly by herself. She tells Isabel the self is in one’s possessions. Isabel disagrees and argues that the self is separate from what society clothes one in. Isabel never tells Madame Merle directly about Lord Warburton or Caspar Goodwood. She is glad that Lord Warburton is away with his sisters. 

Madame Merle finally leaves Gardencourt to go visit some friends who are expecting her. When she leaves, she and Isabel feel close. Isabel is then left on her own. She keeps up her correspondence with Henrietta Stackpole. Henrietta never got the invitation she was expecting from Lady Pensil. She is planning to go to Paris escorted by Mr. Bantling. Isabel tells Ralph all about Henrietta’s goings on. He enjoys hearing the news. 

One afternoon, Isabel is in the library when she sees the doctor leave in his carriage. The house is hushed and then Ralph comes into the library. He tells Isabel his father has died. 

Notes 
The death of Mr. Touchett is not the most important element of this chapter, though at first it might seem so. His death has been forecast since the novel’s opening and it was clearly coming. The significance of this chapter is latent, that is, it will only be revealed later in the development of the plot. Madame Merle introduces the name of Gilbert Osmond, another expatriate American. She calls him "one of the most delightful men [she] knows" and promises to introduce Isabel to him some day. She says he lives in Italy, is "exceedingly clever, a man made to be distinguished." He is a man with "no career, no name, no position, no fortune, no past, not future, no anything." She adds that he does paint good water colors and that he distinguishes himself as a devoted father to his daughter. At this point in the novel, this intriguing picture of an American in Italy is all we get. The reader should think of what about this description might appeal to Isabel Archer, who has already given up two very different kinds of men, Lord Warburton and Caspar Goodwood. 


It’s also important to notice that there is some distinction in the point of view of Madame Merle present in this chapter. Even though Isabel admires her unreservedly, her words and manner seems less than charming. She seems to have been greatly disappointed in the failure to achieve some grand ambition which she doesn’t name. More importantly, Ralph Touchett doesn’t like her. Since he is so well liked in the narrative, shown to be truly generous and disinterested, his opinion carries a great deal of weight and the reader waits to find out what Madame Merle will do to prove him right. 

Chapter 20 
A few weeks after the death of Mr. Touchett, Madame Merle visits Winchester Square and is surprised to find it is already being dismantled to be sold. Mrs. Touchett says she is pleased that her husband left her in such good financial shape and the narrator shows the Madame Merle is thinking unflattering things about Mrs. Touchett’s virtues as a wife and as a person. When Mrs. Touchett tells her that Isabel inherited a fortune, Madame Merle exclaims, "the clever creature." Mrs. Touchett calls her on this, saying Isabel had no intention of gaining anything in her friendship with Mr. Touchett. Madame Merle asks to see Isabel and finds her solemn but very glad to see her. 

Isabel has been feeling very serious about her new wealth. She knows it is power she has gained and she thinks of it with "tender ferocity." She decides that "to be rich was a virtue" because it allowed her to do things. She accompanies her aunt to Paris and finds her aunt’s friends there to be very inane and empty-headed. Mrs. Luce spends all her time in her Baltimore-like house as if she weren’t in Paris at all. Mr. Luce carries on a rigid schedule of doing nothing and has as his greatest accomplishment the ability to order dinner at a restaurant. He is a staunch conservative who longs for the days of the French monarchy to return, an opinion Mrs. Touchett agrees with. She meets Ned Rosier, also an expatriate, but one who has lived in Paris all his life. She had met him as a child. He spends all his time shopping and tries to answer Isabel’s impertinent questions about the value of his existence. 

Henrietta Stackpole is also in Paris at this time. She has traveled very intimately with Mr. Bantling and finds him a perfect companion. Isabel finds the couple an odd pair. Henrietta Stackpole lectures Ned Rosier on the duties of being an American citizen. She tells Isabel she would have advised Mr. Touchett against giving her this fortune. She thinks it will enable Isabel to continue to live in the world of her dreams instead of looking squarely at reality. She tells Isabel that her main illusion is that she can live by pleasing herself and others. Henrietta states that, on the contrary, one must often make choices that will not please others or even oneself. 

	



Notes 
Chapter 20 brings in Madame Merle only briefly, but quite importantly. She comes in to see the dismantling of the Touchett holdings, the house on Winchester Square in particular. In the narrator’s inside view of her thoughts, the reader finds out that she is envious. When she finds out that her new friend Isabel inherited a fortune, her first impulse is to think Isabel manipulated Mr. Touchett into giving her this large behest. She is clearly not the ideal figure Isabel has taken her for. In letting the reader see this while keeping Isabel uninformed of it, James sets up a tension in the novel which will continue to build up suspense in the plot. 

Chapter 20 introduces the Parisian scene and it is clearly not one which Henry James finds as appealing as the British country house life. All of its representatives--the ex-patriot Americans-- come in for subtle and witty critique. Mrs. Luce, who recreates Baltimore in Paris, her husband, Mr. Luce, whose great achievement is his ability to order dinner in a Parisian restaurant, and Ned Rosier, who can’t imagine any occupation other than shopping for fine articles. 

James also takes time in this chapter to keep the reader informed of Henrietta Stackpole’s progress through Europe. In this way, he can keep the most straightforward of Isabel’s critics in view and the narrator doesn’t have to do this kind of moralizing. Henrietta’s insights are sharp. She finds that Isabel is an idealist and thinks she can live a life in which she pleases herself and others and never has to do anything that goes against this pleasantness. This is an important insight for setting up Isabel’s later choices. 

Chapter 21 
Mrs. Touchett prepares to leave Paris for Italy. She tells Isabel before they leave that she now has a clear choice whether to remain with her or go her own way. She says that "property erects a kind of barrier" and that when a woman is rich she can do many things that would be stoutly condemned if she were not. Isabel wants to continue with her aunt since she always feels a great regard for doing what is proper and decent and she doesn’t think a young woman without relatives is very proper. 

She and Mrs. Touchett stop in San Remo to visit Ralph on their way to Italy. Isabel enjoys spending time with him. She asks him one day if he knew that his father was going to leave her the money. He says he discussed it briefly with his father. She wants to know why she was left so much. Ralph says it was a compliment for her so beautifully existing. Isabel isn’t satisfied with this. She says she wants to be treated with justice. She wants to know if he agrees with Henrietta Stackpole that the fortune will be bad for her. Ralph is impatient with this kind of thinking. He says Isabel should stop worrying over the rights and wrongs of life. He says most of life is good for one and that a fortune certainly is one of those things. He tells her she should spread her wings. Isabel is happy to hear this. She agrees that she usually does treat her life like a doctor’s prescription, wondering what is good for her and what isn’t. 

As she strolls along the beach with Ralph, she can look across the water and imagine Italy. She thinks of it as a land of promise. She can’t wait to see it. She thinks it is going to be a "larger adventure." She becomes used to her fortune. It becomes part of her "better self." While she has this time, she thinks about Caspar Goodwood and Lord Warburton. She recognizes the leisure of not having to think of them. She knows she only has a year and a half before she will have to deal with Caspar. She thinks he might find someone else in that time and realizes that she might feel a pang of hurt feelings if he did. She thinks, on the other hand, that if Lord Warburton found someone else, she would be happy for him. 


Notes 
The San Remo chapter provides a meditative interlude in the novel and builds up suspense as to what will happen in Italy, the "land of promise," in Isabel’s mind where "a love the beautiful might be comforted by endless knowledge." Ralph is in San Remo and it is always with Ralph that Isabel is shown in her best light. Ralph finds her a "lovely being" and tells her his father gave her the fortune for no other reason that that she "beautifully exist[s]." Ralph advises Isabel to do more of this, to stop treating herself as if she were "look[ing] at life too much as a doctor’s prescription" worrying about what was good for her and what was bad for her. In this aspect, Isabel is a quintessential American protagonist. James is always comparing the freshly arrived Americans like Henrietta Stackpole and Isabel to the Americans who have lived in Europe more or less permanently for years. He clearly values the Americans who expatriated to England over those who moved to Paris, but he seems to find it useful to use the newly arrived patriotic Americans as a sort of moral measure of the others. He does this a great deal, but he also finds this sort of hyper-moralizing a bit ridiculous. It is here that the ideal figure--the figure who is both American and British--Ralph Touchett can come in and say, just live life and stop worrying. 

Chapter 22 
In May of the same year, six months after Mr. Touchett died, a man, his fifteen year old daughter, and two nuns are in one of the rooms of an Italian villa outside the gate of Florence. The house is like many of the ancient villas in Florence. It seems to wear a mask, so one can’t see what it is like from the outside. The room where the group are talking is exquisitely graceful. The man is forty years old and of indeterminable nationality. His eyes are "at once vague and penetrating, intelligent and hard, expressive of the observer as well as the dreamer." He asks his daughter what she thinks of the water color that hangs on the easel. She answers obediently that she likes it. He asks the nuns about his daughter’s education. The tell him of their policy of having nuns from many nationalities speaking their own languages. They discuss her size. They discuss her perfection. The nuns have had her in their care since she was young. They are sad at the prospect that she is to be taken from them. He tells them it is not certain that she will. They tell him, though, that she is "made for the world." 

At a knock at the door, the man answers it and in the ante- chamber, he and the woman who enters don’t say anything to each other. She asks him if anyone is there before she enters the room. It is Madame Merle. The nuns know her well since she visits the girl in Rome often. The girl’s name is Pansy. The man and Madame Merle have a brief discussion about what Madame Merle has told Pansy about this visit. When they speak, they speak in lowered tones as if from habit. 


The nuns prepare to take their leave. Pansy wants to see them out, but Madame Merle tells her she would prefer that Pansy stay with her inside. Pansy is disappointed, but obeys readily. Madame Merle tells her she is glad Pansy is so obedient. Pansy agrees that she is very obedient. Madame Merle asks Pansy if she’d miss Mother Catherine, one of the nuns. Pansy says she will and Madame Merle tells her she might soon have another mother. The man, Gilbert Osmond, returns to the room. 

He and Madame Merle begin a discussion and keep Pansy in the room with them, saying she won’t understand what they’re saying. They discuss Madame Merle’s travels. He tells her that he thinks of her life as her ambitions. She wonders if Pansy can understand this and he tells Pansy to go out into the garden. Then she tells him her ambitions in life are principally for him. She tells him that if he can shake himself free of his usually indolence, he might find a great reward. She tells him about Isabel Archer, who is 23 years old and quite rich, as well as being attractive and clever. She says she will put Isabel Archer in his way. He wonders if Isabel Archer isn’t meant for something better. She answers, "I don’t pretend to know what people are meant for. I only know what I can do with them." He says he is sorry for Isabel Archer. The narrator notes the fact that in their manner, these two people know each other deeply intimately. Gilbert Osmond tells Madame Merle that she is the most remarkable of women. She tells him she has already spoken to Isabel about him. Then they begin to discuss the Touchetts. Gilbert also doesn’t like Ralph Touchett. He calls him a donkey. Madame Merle tells him she wants him to marry Isabel Archer. They get up and watch Pansy in the garden. Madame Merle says Pansy doesn’t like her. 

Notes 
Here we meet Gilbert Osmond in his home. Madame Merle described him briefly to Isabel when they spent time together at Gardencourt. It is clear that Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond have been lovers for many years. This information is conveyed very subtly. When she walks into his house, they don’t greet each other and she immediately asks if anyone is there. She does this it seems out of long habit. If she visits him she must put on a public face if she knows he has guests. Second, she reveals here that all her ambitions are for him. These ambitions include a plan to get him to marry Isabel. The idea of arranging to have one’s lover marry another, and much younger, woman certainly seem odd and the reader must wait to find out the reasons for this strange plan. One reason hinted at here is the daughter, Pansy. The idea that Pansy might be Madame Merle’s daughter is also merely hinted at. Madame Merle seems to participate in decisions about Pansy’s fate. She knows her intimately and treats her as if she were her daughter but with a strict distance. Her last comment of the chapter, the idea that perhaps Pansy doesn’t like her, makes her seem pitiful and sad. 

Chapter 23 
Madame Merle has come to Florence at the invitation of Mrs. Touchett to spend a month with her at her house, the Palazzo Crescentini. She speaks to Isabel again about Gilbert Osmond, telling her that he is one of the greatest men in Europe. Isabel spends her mornings with Ralph, who enjoys taking her through the great monuments of Venice. Isabel loves coming back home to the Palazzo Crescentini. One day Gilbert Osmond comes to visit Madame Merle and Isabel meets him. She doesn’t speak hardly at all during his entire visit. Isabel finds that there is "something in the visitor that checked her and held her in suspense." She has the idea that she must first find out about him before she produces an impression of her own. He is not handsome, but fine, like an old art work; his voice is fine also, but not sweet. When he leaves, he asks Isabel if she will come to visit him next week. He would like her to meet his daughter and see his home. When he is gone, Madame Merle tells her she was perfectly charming and that she couldn’t have asked for any other kind of behavior. Isabel is unaccountably irritated, and says she is under no obligation to charm Gilbert Osmond. 

Isabel is interested to find out what Ralph thinks of Gilbert Osmond. Ralph says he is "a vague, unexplained American" who has been living in Italy for thirty years. He knows nothing of Mr. Osmond’s background, but thinks the man looks like some kind of "prince who has abdicated in a fit of fastidiousness and has been in a state of disgust ever since." Ralph says that Mr. Osmond’s great dread of vulgarity is his "special line" and his only line. She tells Isabel he once met Mr. Osmond’s sister, who is married to a Count, and found her to be nicer than Mr. Osmond, but impossible, and someone Isabel should not meet. When Isabel prompts him to say more, he tells her that if she falls in love with Mr. Osmond, she won’t listen to anything he says about the man anyway. Then he enjoins her to judge everything and everyone for herself. 

They move on to a discussion of Madame Merle. Isabel tries to get Ralph to say why he doesn’t like her. He explains that Madame Merle is too perfect. She seems inhuman in not having any faults whatsoever. She’s too controlled and too complete. Ralph thinks about Isabel’s spending so much time with Madame Merle. He thinks nothing will harm Isabel in the connection and feels that one day Isabel would understand something about Madame Merle that would make her relax her interest in the older woman if not break from her completely. 


Notes 
Isabel’s first meeting with Gilbert Osmond demonstrates in Henry James’ usual oblique way that something big is in the works. Instead of acting her usual self with him, Isabel is silent and withdrawn. Since the reader has been informed of the plot-- to get Isabel to marry Gilbert Osmond--this chapter is full of dramatic irony. The reader sees Isabel falling into their trap perfectly. She has few hints that something is wrong. One of these hints is her instinctive displeasure at Madame Merle’s praise of how she behaved in front of Gilbert Osmond. Isabel recoils from this praise sensing that it implies that she should be on show for some superior. The second hint is Ralph’s clear dislike of both Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond. Isabel is too innocent to listen carefully to Ralph’s subtext. He is too cultivated a man to warn her openly. He does so only by hints and he withdraws every hint at direct questioning. 

Chapter 24 
Isabel and Madame Merle ride out to Gilbert Osmond’s hill-top house one afternoon. In looking at the house, one saw that there was something "grave and strong in [it]; it looked somehow as if, once you were in, you would need an act of energy to get out." Isabel, however, isn’t at all interested in getting out. She goes inside and meets the Countess Gemini, Gilbert Osmond’s bird- like sister, who talks incessantly and irritatingly. Isabel realizes that "perfect simplicity [is] not the badge of his family." She feels the need to be very direct. Isabel and Gilbert Osmond talk together while Madame merle and the Countess talk. She finds him putting out a special effort to be charming. He tells her it is sad to think she will move along soon. She hints that she might settle in Florence. He tells her his witty opinions of her aunt. Isabel feels a thrill of a new relation to a new person. When his sister and Madame Merle go out to the garden, he asks her what she thinks of his sister. She won’t say since she hasn’t known her for long. He tells her that his sister is unhappily married and responds the sadness of her life in being comic. 

Isabel thinks of Gilbert Osmond as resembling no one else she’s ever seen. He seems like an original, more so even than her aunt. He seems very fine to her. She realizes he has consulted his taste in everything in his life. She thinks of him as having achieved the refinement of high culture. He takes her on a tour of another two rooms, showing her all his art works. She begins to feel very tired from the effort of trying to say and notice exactly the right things. She can no longer follow him and hopes he won’t find out that she’s not as intelligent as he has been led to believe. 

They go out to the garden to join the others. It is beautiful outside. He asks her again if she will come back to visit him and if she will settle in Florence. She tells him she will come back and that she doesn’t know yet where she will settle. He tells her "a woman’s natural mission is to be where she’s most appreciated." Then he tells her what his plan of life has been. It has been not to strive or struggle, but to resign himself and to be content with little. He calls it a willful renunciation. He tells her he had no prospects and no fortune and so he decided when he was a young man--the "most fastidious young gentleman alive"-- that he would do nothing. He tells her the events of his life have been unnoticed by anyone else but himself. Isabel thinks to herself that he must be leaving out the human element in describing his life out of modesty or reserve. She thinks he must have had relations with people. Still, she thinks it must have been a pleasant life to renounce everything but art. He tells her he won’t be able to keep it up for much longer since he’ll have to take his daughter into account now, calling Pansy "a little saint of heaven." 


Notes 
Gilbert Osmond takes the first step in fulfilling Madame Merle’s ambitions for him. He woos Isabel Archer in the most subtle way. Isabel Archer has a few categories in her mind in which she finds a place for all the people she knows. Mr. Osmond, however, fits none of these categories, and it is just such a nature that is likely to attract Isabel intensely. The other elements of this scene that are sure to attract Isabel include the romantic and the artistic. Ralph has said in the previous chapter that Mr. Osmond is like a prince who abdicated in a fit of fastidiousness and then lived the rest of his life in a state of constant disgust. Gilbert Osmond says almost the same thing of himself, but puts it in a more flattering light. He tells her that he was "the most fastidious young gentleman living" in his youth and decided that since he could do nothing really to distinguish himself, he would do nothing at all. So he renounced all activity. Isabel falls into the trap that many new lovers do. She doesn’t believe what he says. She supplies the romantic cloak to drape over the bare truth that he has told her. She says to herself that there must be a "human element" in this renunciation and that he is just not telling her all of it at once. 

In Gilbert Osmond’s family, the reader might find an ominous note for any future wife. His daughter is praised for her abject submissiveness. She is treated as an otherworldly angel or a this- worldly piece of art. His sister is unhappily married and a frenetic talker who can’t pause for a moment, it seems, to be real with a new person she meets. If Madame Merle can be considered part of the family by virtue of her intimacy with its members, she is also not the best figure to produce warm family feeling. What is it here then that would attract a young woman from American who has spent most of her life in a library reading? Gilbert Osmond is the prince without a princess. His sister is a countess. Pansy Osmond is the precious jewel of a daughter. Perhaps Madame Merle is the fairly godmother. 

Chapter 25 
As Osmond and Isabel are chatting, Madame Merle and the Countess Gemini sit silently. Then the Countess starts up agitation, telling Madame Merle that she plans to interfere in her plan to get Isabel to marry her brother. She says she likes Isabel and wants to save her from their scheme. Madame Merle tells her she is running up against three people who have stronger wills than she does. She includes Isabel Archer in this group. She tells the Countess that she is sure that Isabel has already fallen in love with Gilbert Osmond. 

Pansy comes up to them and asks if they think her father would like her to serve tea. The Countess answers ironically about not knowing Gilbert Osmond’s desires and Madame Merle says she should make the tea since her father would think it was exactly the thing a young daughter of the house should do. They continue their conversation. The Countess says Gilbert Osmond won’t be a good husband. Madame Merle says he will probably be a gentleman. She says it’s better that they should always act together. The Countess takes this as a threat. The countess looks at her brother and says he is a nobody. He has never done anything and there is nothing grand in his origin. Madame Merle says the Osmonds are a fine race and Gilbert has just perceived this whether or not he has had proof. She adds that Pansy is clearly a young princess. She says Gilbert Osmond is the cleverest of men. The Countess comes back to Isabel, saying it is a shame she is being sacrificed just for her money since any girl would do; they don’t have to have such a superior one. Madame Merle says Gilbert Osmond wouldn’t have looked at any one inferior. The Countess says that since her brother is so hard to please, she trembles for Isabel’s happiness. 


Notes 
In stark contrast to Isabel’s romantic musings of the previous chapter, this chapter gives us the jaded views of the two other women in Gilbert Osmond’s life. His sister proves to be just as Ralph said she was--kinder than her brother. She recognizes the plot hatched by Madame Merle to marry Osmond to a rich young woman and she wants to find a way to stop it because she has taken a liking to Isabel. However, in the conversation itself, it is clear that she will prove ineffectual. Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond seem to be much the superiors of the Countess Gemini in accomplishing their goals. 

Chapter 26 
Gilbert Osmond comes to the Palazzo Crescentini five times. Mrs. Touchett realizes he has never come more than twice in a single year and that since he can’t possibly be interested in Madame Merle, he must be interested in Isabel. She asks Ralph about it and he says it is sure that Gilbert Osmond is interested in Isabel, but that they needn’t worry since Isabel has higher plans than would be fulfilled by Osmond. Mrs. Touchett also confers with Madame Merle about it. Madame Merle acts as if the thought hasn’t occurred to her, but says she will sound Gilbert Osmond out about it and advises Mrs. Touchett not to say anything to Isabel. Isabel, her own part, has developed her initial romantic image of Gilbert Osmond as a "quiet, clever, sensitive, distinguished man, who is living a "lonely, studious life in a lovely land," picturesquely standing beside his remarkably innocent daughter. 

The Countess Gemini comes to call several times as well. Mrs. Touchett doesn’t like to receive her since she is such a scandal to talk to. Madame Merle tries to soothe her about the Countess taking the latter’s part. By the way of doing this, she informs Isabel of Amy and Gilbert Osmond’s parentage. Their mother had been a minor poet who moved to Italy with her two children after her husband, "originally rice and wild," had died. Isabel tries to be kind to the Countess only because she likes Gilbert Osmond and wants to like his sister. 

Meanwhile, Henrietta Stackpole comes to Venice and spends time with Isabel. She has been having a wonderful time in France and is now proceeding through Italy. She is preceded by Mr. Bantling, who tells Ralph of his admiration for her and his determination to follow through with all that she allows him of her company just to see how far she’ll go. When Henrietta arrives, she proposes a trip to Rome. Ralph wants to go as well. The four of them leave together. 

Gilbert Osmond meets Madame Merle at the Countess Gemini’s house at one of her parties. He sits slightly behind and to the side of Madame Merle and they carry on a conversation in whispers, acting like they are not together. They discuss the idea of Madame Merle’s of getting him and Isabel Archer married. He tells her that the way she takes his attention to the younger woman is beautiful. He tells her Isabel is "not disagreeable." She says he is "unfathomable" and that she is afraid "at the abyss into which [she] shall have cast [Isabel]." He gets up and leaves, but when she gets up to leave the house, he goes out with her. When they get outside and she’s in her carriage, she scolds him with being so indiscreet. They continue their conversation. He tells her Isabel is very charming and graceful. Madame Merle says the more he likes Isabel, the better it is for her, Madame Merle. Gilbert says the only problem with Isabel is that she has too many ideas, but since they’re bad ideas, it’s not so bad, since they will have to be sacrificed. Their last words are about Pansy. Madame Merle says she’ll take care of Pansy while he goes to Rome. 


Notes 
This is an unusual chapter for this novel. In it, Henry James shifts point of view from one scene to the next and from one character to the next whereas in most of the chapters of the novel, he maintains more of a unity of scene and point of view. At most, he describes two scenes in one chapter. Here, however, he begins with Mrs. Touchett’s point of view as she recognizes Gilbert Osmond’s increase in visits to her house and her guess that he is interested in Isabel. Second, we get an almost imperceptible shift to Ralph’s point of view as he thinks it is true that Gilbert Osmond is interested in Isabel, but feels sure that Isabel won’t be interested in him for long. Next, the scene shifts to a conversation between Mrs. Touchett and Madame Merle in which Madame Merle pretends that she has had not inkling of the budding romance and then promises to sound Gilbert Osmond out about it. Fourth, there is a description of the Countess Gemini making visits to Mrs. Touchett’s house and the flurry this causes. This gives James a chance to bring in more background on Gilbert Osmond’s family background. Fifth, we get an update on the career of Henrietta Stackpole who has arrived in Venice and who proposes a trip to Rome. With Isabel and her party dispatched to Rome, we get the sixth and last scene, Gilbert Osmond and Madame Merle having a clandestine conversation together at a party about whether he should go to Rome as well. 

The chapter is structured almost as a play with six acts, the final one being the cliff hanger. We are left sure that Gilbert Osmond will proceed to Rome and finish off the wooing of Isabel Archer. Her champion--Ralph Touchett--is disarmed by his own romantic projections. He thinks too highly of his hopes for Isabel to think that she will spoil them by marrying Osmond. 

The structure of the chapter also functions to build up the final suspense before the end of Volume I. In this way, Volume I gains a certain wholeness, with its own rising action and climax. All the characters are brought together. All Isabel’s satellite figures are in place, ready to witness her decision in regard to her future. 

Chapter 27 
Isabel loves Rome and has a very happy time exploring it with her friends. One day, Isabel sits down to rest alone and is met by Lord Warburton, just returned from a six month journey to the east. His looks very handsome and English. He tells her he has written to her many times but has never sent the letters. He tells her he can’t stop thinking of her. He promises to leave the matter to rest, but it is clear he wishes he could continue to press his case with her. He will be in Rome for a week or so. 

Isabel feels it is awkward to have Lord Warburton in Rome, but there’s nothing to be done about it. One day, they go to Saint Peters and just as she is walking with Lord Warburton, she turns around to find Gilbert Osmond. He tells her he came to be with her and she blushes, worrying Lord Warburton will have heard this. Ralph and the others come out of the church and join them. Then Ralph and Lord Warburton walk off together and discuss the possibility of Isabel falling in love with Gilbert Osmond. Ralph says Isabel wants nothing either of the two of them can give her. 


Notes 
Chapter 27, the last chapter of Volume I, brings all the satellite figures together around Isabel Archer. It ends on the discussion of Ralph Touchett and Lord Warburton about the likelihood of Isabel’s falling in love with Gilbert Osmond. 

Chapter 28 
The next evening Lord Warburton goes to the opera where he looks for Isabel and the others. He sees Isabel sitting in the opera box with Gilbert Osmond and feels sick at the sight. He meets Ralph on the stairs. Ralph looks dejected and tells him he feels very low. He stays only a short time with the others and then leaves. 

Gilbert Osmond asks Isabel about Lord Warburton. She tells him Lord Warburton is irreproachable. Henrietta Stackpole adds information about his wealth and his ideas. Isabel indicates that she is not interested in Lord Warburton, though she likes him. Ralph ironically notes Isabel’s tendency to call Warburton "poor Lord Warburton" is a way of coping with having hurt him. 

Lord Warburton finds Isabel a day later and tells her he plans to leave Rome early since he can’t do as she has asked him to do-- not talk about his wish to marry her. She is by turns cold to him and kind to him. He leaves. As she is sitting alone looking at the Roman statues around her, Gilbert Osmond comes up. He asks her about Lord Warburton. She indicates the Lord Warburton has been gone for some time. He thinks to himself that it will be good to have Isabel among his "collection of choice objects" since she has turned down a British noble. He has always been peeved at fate for not having made him a noble, so he likes the idea of winning a woman who turned one down. 


Notes 
Volume 2 begins on an ominous note as Isabel Archer says good- bye to the noble Lord Warburton and turns to Gilbert Osmond and he, for his part, thinks to himself the ignoble thought that he will be happy to add Isabel to his collection of rare treasures. Since he has always felt cheated by the universe for not having given him an English dukedom, he can gloat about the thought that his wife turned an English peer down. 

Chapter 29 
Ralph Touchett has to admit that Gilbert Osmond is a delightful companion. Everyone is delighted with him. For his part, Gilbert Osmond is happy with everything about Isabel archer but one thing. He doesn’t like her eagerness and enthusiasm in praising things they see. He feels that if it weren’t for this fault, "she would have been as smooth to his general need of her as handled ivory to the palm." He is so pleased with everything, that he realizes he has never been so happy in his life. Usually, his pleasure in life is ruined by his perception of some flaw that ruins the whole. Now, he has a strong sense of success. Since he’s never had success before, he is relishing the feeling. 

Isabel gets word from Mrs. Touchett that she is planning a trip to Bellaggio and would be happy to have Isabel along. Isabel wants to go and so one evening she discusses her plan with Gilbert Osmond. The discuss her prospects, whether she will come back, how long she’ll be gone, and how she will find him when she comes back. Isabel thinks he is judging her for wanting to travel. She says "You don’t think a woman ought to do that. You think it bold and ungraceful." He tells her this isn’t so. He reminds her that his idea is that a person should treat life as if it were a work of art. Isabel should, therefore, do as she pleases. She tells him he knows everything and she knows nothing. He encourages her to travel, therefore, so she can learn. 

Isabel wonders if her travels will take her away from him so that she would never see him again. She thinks it wouldn’t be a bad thing for this to happen because she doubts that she could be as happy with him again as she is now. He tells her he wants to tell her something. He tells her he’s in love with her. She rises from her seat and tells him not to tell her this yet. He tells her again that he is "absolutely in love with [her]." Tears come to her eyes. She feels as if some "fine bolt" has slipped inside her and she doesn’t know what it means. She feels as if she’s holding something back and that if she touches it, it will all come out. He tells her this news shouldn’t matter to her since he has nothing to offer her. He only tells her because it’s a relief. Being in love with her makes him happy and he’s looking for nothing more than this. He tells her she’s the "most important woman in the world." Isabel tells him she doesn’t know him. 

As they part, he tells her he likes the fact that she’s going with her aunt since it’s proper that she should. He tells her he’s not just conventional, but convention itself. He asks her to do him one favor in Venice. He wants her to visit his daughter who he has left alone at the Villa since he doesn’t think his sister has the same ideas as himself. He leaves. Isabel sits and thinks. Her imagination has been going toward this eventuality of being in love with Gilbert Osmond for a week now, but now that he has told her he loves her, she feels stifled. She holds back. She feels as if in front of her is some "last vague space" which she can’t cross--"a dusky, uncertain tract which looked ambiguous and even slightly treacherous." 


Notes 
For the third time, Isabel sits and listens to a man tell her his feelings for her. The difference, here, is that he doesn’t ask her to marry him; he only tells her he loves her. This time, she feels the fear that if she lets go, she will lose her reticence and go to him. Gilbert Osmond has certainly played his part well. He has made himself agreeable even to Ralph who admits that Osmond is a "delightful associate." Just as Isabel is leaving Rome, he tells her he loves her and acts as though he expects nothing from this news. Such a seemingly passive position on his part is just what is required to let Isabel be active in choosing him for herself. To make sure of her, he adds one more element to his attractiveness. He asks her to go visit Pansy before she leaves. In this way, he makes Pansy part of the package. Since Pansy is a large part of why he wants to marry Isabel anyway--that is, to get Isabel’s money which will help Pansy marry well--it is fitting that he would include his daughter in his seduction of Isabel. 

For her own part, Isabel seems to have been quite won over. The manner of her succumbing is fairly disappointing, at least for a late twentieth century reader. She seems to have made of Gilbert Osmond some kind of god-like figure. She tells him he knows everything and she knows nothing. She worries that he thinks she’s stupid for doing what she wants to do in traveling around the world. She worries that she is saying stupid words. She has lost much of her sense of self-confidence and her sense of her own powers of discretion and imagination. She seems to have ceded it all to him. Yet there are a couple of moments when she has an inkling that there is something about this relationship that should give hr pause. First, she thinks that if they don’t meet again in the future, it will be fore the best since such a good experience can’t be repeated. Second, she has a vague foreboding as she sits and thinks after he’s left. She feels she will have to cross some treacherous ground in regard to him. 

Chapter 30 
Isabel returns to Florence along with Ralph. She is to stay in Florence for three days before leaving with her aunt. She speaks to Madame Merle of her promise to visit Gilbert Osmond’s daughter. Madame Merle says she too wants to visit her. Isabel is disappointed since she wanted to make "her small pilgrimage" in solitude. Madame Merle seems to sense this and tells her she won’t go with her. She warns her, however, that it isn’t quite proper for a young woman to go visit a single man’s home even in his absence. Isabel thinks this is ridiculous. She feels as though there’s a note of falsehood in Madame Merle’s tone. 

When she gets to the Osmonds’ house, she finds Pansy practicing at the piano. She wonders at "how prettily [pansy] has been directed and fashioned; and yet how simple, how natural, how innocent she had been kept!" She even wonders for a moment if Pansy is ingenuous or if she is more self-conscious of the impressions she gives other people. Pansy tells her all of her life issues. One of these includes her curiosity about what her father plans to do with her. She says that one of her good friends at the convent was taken away a year earlier so her family could save the money for her dowry. She wonders if her father is doing this himself. 

When Isabel leaves, she embraces Pansy and looks at her a long time. She tells her to "be very good and give pleasure to [her] father." Pansy tells her that’s just what she lives for. She adds that her father is a sad man. Isabel feels a strong urge to get Pansy to say more about her father, but thinks this would be taking advantage of Pansy. When she says good-bye, she looks at Pansy almost with envy. She thinks of how much pleasure she would get out of discussing Gilbert Osmond with Pansy. Instead she kisses Pansy good-bye and leaves. She tells Pansy she’s right to obey her father and that he’ll never ask her to do anything unreasonable. 


Notes 
Isabel’s visit to Pansy gives Henry James a way to demonstrate indirectly for the reader how Isabel feels about Gilbert Osmond. When Pansy says her father is a sad man, Isabel feels a strong urge to get her to say more of her father, but holds herself back. When Pansy repeats her father’s instructions over and over and her own eagerness to obey them, Isabel agrees eagerly that Pansy should obey everything he tells her and assures the girl that her father will never tell her to do anything that isn’t reasonable. 

In her attraction to this kind of upbringing for a girl, the reader might be puzzled. Isabel herself received a vastly different kind of education. Instead of being treated as if she were a blank page to be written on, she was left to herself to decide for herself what she wanted to read and do. Why is Isabel so quick to valorize this kind of upbringing for a girl? One reason might be Isabel’s own childhood. Though she doesn’t seem to have found it a problem, the adults around her found her father negligent in his duties towards her and her sisters and even neglectful. One incident is repeated twice in the novel of the time in Isabel’s childhood when she and her sisters were abandoned by their governess and left at an Inn. When people tried to help them, they couldn’t find the girls’ father anywhere. The girls seem to have thought of it as some sort of adventure, but everyone else thought it was a scandal. Perhaps the neglected daughter, essentially abandoned by her distracted father, is fascinated by a daughter who is so strictly cared for that she is given detailed instructions for almost every hour of the day. 

Chapter 31 
Isabel comes back to Florence, but only a year later. During that year, she spends five months with her sister Lily and Lily’s children and, briefly, Lily’s husband. Lily finds herself disappointed in what Isabel has done with herself all this time. Lily was expecting to find Isabel the center of social life in Europe and she finds her still retiring and quiet. Isabel for her part, never speaks to her sister about the proposal of Lord Warburton or the protestation of love from Gilbert Osmond. It feels too romantic to have it all to herself. After she sees Lily and her family off at Euston Station, she feels exhilarated by a sense of freedom. She feels as if the "world lay before her." 

She writes to Madame Merle that she will come to Rome to spend some time. Ralph Touchett is spending the winter in Corfu and Henrietta Stackpole has been called back to the States. Mrs. Touchett, meanwhile in Florence, is happy to notice that Isabel isn’t hurrying back to Florence and Gilbert Osmond and that he isn’t hurrying to Rome to meet her there. After arriving in Rome, Isabel proposes a trip to the East, Athens and Constantinople. She travels "rapidly and recklessly." Madame Merle is her traveling companion, all expenses paid lavishly. After spending three months of traveling with Madame Merle, Isabel feels as if she knows her better. She has heard Madame Merle’s story. She was married to Monsieur Merle years before and he turned out to be an adventurer who seems to have behaved abominably. Isabel is surprise that Madame Merle can still be so interested in life after such an experience. She always feels that Madame Merle holds back something essential. She thinks of the older woman of having a different, and inferior, morality. Sometimes she catches her in a flash of cruelty or a lapse of candor. Sometimes she feels a sense of "vague dismay" and even a foreboding where Madame Merle is concerned. 

They return to Rome and Gilbert Osmond arrives from Florence and sees Isabel every day. At the end of April, Isabel returns to Florence and waits expectantly for Ralph to arrive. She hasn’t seen him in almost a year. 


Notes 
This chapter opens one year later, when Isabel returns to Florence, but then it back-tracks and relates what she’s done during the year. It begins with her time spent with her sister Lily. The key feature of this time is that Isabel Archer is thinking of Gilbert Osmond almost constantly, though not telling her sister this. She thinks it’s more romantic to say nothing. She thinks that if she asked Lily’s advice, it would be like shutting a rare romance novel. The chapter seems to function largely as a time marker. If gives the sense that Isabel Archer didn’t just fall into Gilbert Osmond’s arms, but will do so only after having done all the traveling she wants to do. The sense one gets is that Isabel is relishing freedom as much as possible before she resigns herself to a married existence. Freedom is the keynote of this chapter. When she leaves her sister in London, she walks alone back to her hotel and feels exhilarated by her sense of freedom. When she travels, "she travel[s] rapidly and recklessly; she [is] like a thirsty person draining cup after cup." 

Chapter 32 
Isabel is waiting for Caspar Goodwood. She feels older after her travels, as if in some sense she is "worth more." She has been dreading the scene she expects with Caspar Goodwood. He comes in "straight, strong, and hard." He tells her he came as soon as he got her letter telling him she was engaged to marry Gilbert Osmond. She tells him only he and Madame Merle know of the engagement. She feels angry at points in the conversation. His questions about Gilbert Osmond irritate her. She tells him Gilbert Osmond is a nobody, from no where, who does nothing. Caspar says he came all the way to see her just so he could see her and hear her voice. He reminds her that she told him two years before that she would probably never marry and he had believed her sincerity. She says she couldn’t have foreseen her choice then and insists that she never made him any promises. He tells her he’d prefer that she never married than to marry another man. He admits his selfishness. Finally, he leaves and when he does, Isabel bursts into tears. 


Notes 
In his usual oblique way, Henry James announces Isabel Archer’s engagement to Gilbert Osmond with a scene between her and the sad but stiff Caspar Goodwood. The oblique way pays off in several respects. First, the reader sees Isabel Archer’s ambivalence about Caspar Goodwood. She feels guilty for rejecting him. She feels as if she has betrayed him, though she knows that in a strict sense of things, she hasn’t really done so. 

Second, the reader gets another description of Gilbert Osmond. This description is special since it is told to Caspar Goodwood, his exact opposite. Isabel says over and over again that Gilbert Osmond is a nothing, that he does nothing, that he thinks nothing of America, and that he is from nowhere. Such an odd description of one’s finance warrants some attention. Why would someone of Isabel’s lively temperament be so taken with someone whom she describes as a nonentity? Perhaps the answer can be found in the contrast between Gilbert Osmond and Caspar Goodwood. Caspar Goodwood is often described as having such a forceful personality that Isabel feels weighed down by him, even oppressed by his presence. For someone who wants to exercise self-determination, a man who doesn’t exert such a force, but is instead a vague gentlemen, who wants to make art out of life and stand picturesquely on his hill on the outskirts of Vienna with his perfect daughter at his side, is the more likely choice. 

Chapter 33 
After finishing crying, Isabel goes to tell her aunt of her engagement with Gilbert Osmond. Mrs. Touchett has guessed it. She immediately realizes she has been deceived by Madame Merle who promised to help prevent the engagement thereby keeping Mrs. Touchett from action. Mrs. Touchett says she might not have acted to prevent it, but perhaps Ralph would have had something to say. Mrs. Touchett asks Isabel why she’s so interested in someone like Gilbert Osmond--"there’s nothing of him." Isabel responds, "Then he can’t hurt me." 

Ralph arrives two days later. Isabel knows he has been told and waits for him to bring the matter up, but he doesn’t. He looks dreadful ill. She has never thought of his illness as being so dangerous as now. She dismisses his low opinion of her engagement--which she only guesses--as conventional. For her, all cousins are supposed to be critical of one’s marriage. 

In the meantime, Isabel sees Gilbert Osmond every day. They meet each other in the Cascine, a park outside of Florence. 


Notes 
This short chapter serves to give the reader Ralph Touchett’s insight into the engagement of Isabel and Gilbert. He hates the news. It seems in fact to sicken him further. Yet he knows he can’t say anything since it won’t change Isabel’s mind and because it won’t it would only cause problems between them. On the other hand, he also can’t bring himself to congratulate her. So he goes for three days without saying anything to her. 

In regard to the Madame Merle-Gilbert Osmond plot, the chapter brings more to light. Mrs. Touchett is quite sure of the scheme and says as much to Isabel. In this way, the idea of the scheme is brought out in the open. Isabel rejects it now, but later will recall it and realize it’s true.

Chapter 34 
Isabel gets home one morning after her drive to see Gilbert Osmond and finds Ralph in the garden. He seems asleep and as she is about to leave, he opens his eyes and says he wasn’t sleeping but thinking of her. He tells her he’s been trying to think of how to express himself properly about her engagement. He tells her he thinks she is going to be put into a cage, that she has changed immensely in the past year, that he had wanted her to have the chance to "survey the whole field of life." He says that if she had told him sooner, he would have advised her to wait a little longer. He tells her he trusts her, but he doesn’t trust Gilbert Osmond. Isabel defends Gilbert Osmond, saying he wants her to know everything and that is why she likes him. Ralph tells her she’s "running a grave risk." He tells her he had thought she would marry someone of more importance, someone with more energy and freedom. He finds Gilbert Osmond small, narrow, selfish, and a man who takes himself too seriously. Since he does so, he never thinks of himself in relation to other people. Isabel says Gilbert Osmond is the finest person she knows. Ralph says he had thought he would see he soar, but in seeing her fall like this, he is hurt as if he himself has fallen. Ralph tries hard to express Gilbert Osmond’s sinister aspects without hurting Isabel or seeming petty. He asks Isabel if she has ever seen such an exquisite taste ruffled. He tells her she was "meant for something better than to keep guard over the sensibilities of a sterile dilettante." Finally, he tells her he loves her, but loves her without hope. 

Isabel tells him she sometimes feels like kneeling at Mr. Touchett’s grave in thanks for giving her the means to marry a poor man. She is sure Ralph is sincere, but feels that he is making a mistake in judgment. She says it is the absence of wealth and position and other attributes that pleases her so much in Gilbert Osmond. Ralph is sad at heart in hearing this. He admires Isabel for her fine good faith, but feels that she has invented a fine theory about Gilbert Osmond and is dressing his poverties out with honors. He walks Isabel inside and before she ascends to stairs, he looks at her again. He feels sick and ashamed. He tells her in parting that he feels "terribly sold." He goes back out to the garden, refusing breakfast. 


Notes 
The discussion between Isabel and Ralph is both sad and maddening. Isabel takes on a noble view of her situation, being in love with someone whose nobility only she recognizes. Ralph speaks straight-forwardly. He tells her everything he has honestly been feeling and she doesn’t seem to hear any of it, the warnings or the high compliments. She instead reacts by being more noble in her loyalty to Gilbert Osmond and Ralph responds by admiring her more. In admiring her more, he feels her loss more. 

Chapter 35 
Isabel never tells Gilbert Osmond of her family and friends’ opposition to the marriage. She feels as if in loving him, she is forced to break all her other ties. For his part, Gilbert Osmond is elated with his success. He feels that Madame Merle has given him an enormous gift in giving him Isabel Archer. She is intelligent enough to reflect back his own thoughts in a flattering way. Se is like a silver platter that reflects his ideas to perfection. One day as they are walking in he park, he mentions that he realizes her family disapproves of him. He says he has never strived for money and so they shouldn’t think he’s marrying Isabel for this reason. He tells her he is a better man for loving her. He says he used to want many things and had "morbid, sterile, hateful fits of hunger, of desire." He says now a long summer afternoon of life awaits the two of them and they will have his charming daughter to entertain them. When he finally tells Pansy, she expresses her pleasure in having Isabel as a "beautiful sister." One day Isabel meets pansy at the Countess Gemini’s. Pansy greets her sweetly, telling her she’ll be happy to have her as a stepmother. Isabel tells her she will always be kind to her and suddenly feels a sense of chill as if she realizes for a moment that some day Pansy will need her help. The Countess Gemini comes in and chatters on for a long time about her feelings in hearing about the news and her sense that Isabel will improve their family. She says she wants to tell Isabel some things about marriage and Pansy should leave the room. Isabel tells her she wants Pansy to stay because she doesn’t want to hear anything Pansy can’t hear. 


Notes 
Isabel is isolated from all her usual sources of moral guidance. She seems to like this state of affairs at the moment. It makes her engagement to Gilbert Osmond even more romantic. Henry James relates only a bit of the kind of love talk she and Gilbert Osmond engage in during their walks in the park. He comes across as charming and loving and sweet. Isabel is also charmed by Pansy, whose innocence Isabel continues to admire. At one point, however, there is a note of foreboding when Isabel tells Pansy she will always be kind to her. She gets a sense that there will be a point at which Pansy will need such affection very much. This foreboding however is stifled like all the others. The reader notes it and sees Isabel note it but pass it by as is expected of anyone about to get married. When Isabel meets the Countess Gemini, it is clear that the Countess has been subdued by Madame Merle in her early intention of warming Isabel away from Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond’s machinations. She treats her to her usual flow of chatter. The last image of the chapter is of Isabel putting herself on the same plane as Pansy, asking to be left innocent of anything the Countess might want to relate to her of the horrors of marriage. 

Chapter 36 
In the autumn of 1876, Edward Rosier calls on Madame Merle to ask her to put in a good word for him with Gilbert Osmond. He wants to marry Pansy Osmond. He tells Madame Merle that he wants to speak to Mrs. Isabel Osmond about it also and feels that Mrs. Osmond will be a help to him. Madame Merle advises against his speaking to Mrs. Osmond since the Osmonds take opposite views from each other in everything. She mentions that Mrs. Osmond had a son two years ago who died when he was six months old. She intimates that he can’t expect any dowry money from Mrs. Osmond, who will probably save it all for her own future children. She warns Mr. Rosier again not to consult with Mrs. Osmond, because in "setting her going" he will certainly spoil his chances. She tells him he should be friendly to Mrs. Osmond, though, since she doesn’t get along well with her new friends and therefore needs all the old ones she can find. 

He leaves her house and fears that he has gone to the wrong person. He hadn’t realized how naive he was being in thinking that just because she was charming with him when he met her in Paris, that Madame Merle would speak on his behalf to Mr. Osmond. He goes to Mrs. Osmond’s "evening" which she has every Thursday evening. They live at the Palazzo Roccanera, the name of which reminds one of a fortress. He thinks of Pansy as being immured in this place as if it were a dungeon. When he first started coming here, he had noticed all the good things in the house. As a collector, he was extremely interested to see that the Osmonds have better Parisian things than the Parisians do. Tonight, though, he has realized that he must be serious since he has learned that he will encounter serious opposition to marrying Pansy. 


Notes 
This chapter is set three years later. The reader finds out about Isabel Archer and Gilbert Osmond’s marriage through innuendo. During the conversation between Edward Rosier and Madame Merle, we find out that Isabel and Gilbert Osmond are not a happy couple and that they seem to have been conducting a sort of a war since they got married. We learn that Isabel had a baby boy two years ago who died when he was six months old. We learn also that Isabel is given no family status by virtue of her marriage. Madame Merle tells Rosier that Gilbert Osmond’s "wife can scarcely be termed a member of [Pansy’s] family." Last, we learn that they have moved to Rome and set up house where Isabel entertains every Thursday evening and Gilbert slowly acquires more art for the house. 

In setting up the marriage in this way, that is, in retrospect, James steps past the need to describe Isabel’s realization that she was fooled into the marriage and her gradual acceptance of her sad fate as serving as nothing more than a money maker and a social hostess for her husband. The next time we see Isabel, we will see her radically more mature, someone whose eyes have been sadly opened to the depravity of people who were supposedly trustworthy and who has been forced to continue to live amongst them. 

In light of this insight on the reader’s part, the actual subject of the chapter--Edward Rosier’s attempt to win approval to marry Pansy--is thrown into light. The suit for Pansy’s hand is doomed at the outset. Edward has an inkling of this when he suspects that he was impolitic to have gone to Madame Merle for help. In terms of plot development, this new twist seems to be here mainly to put Isabel into action. If she loves Pansy, perhaps she will do something to help her marry someone she loves. In doing so, she will have to stop submitting to her husband’s rule. 

Chapter 37 
Edward Rosier enters the Osmond’s house and begins looking for Pansy Osmond. He doesn’t find her in the first room and goes to the next room where he finds Mr. Osmond. Mr. Osmond snubs him by offering only two fingers of his left hand when Rosier holds his hand out for a handshake. They briefly discuss their collecting. Osmond says he’s tired of collection and Rosier asks if he wants to sell anything. Osmond says no and then adds, "I’ve nothing I wish to match." Rosier understands the implication and realizes Madame Merle has already spoken to him. 

He finds Mrs. Osmond in the next room. She tells him she wants him to go and speak to a young woman who is awkwardly sitting alone in another room. He tells her she should get her husband to speak to this young woman and she says her husband won’t oblige her in such favors. He tells her he isn’t interested in seeing anyone but Pansy. He finds the young woman and Pansy is with her. He is so taken with Pansy that he sits fidgeting during the conversation wiping the perspiration from his forehead. He thinks Pansy is a perfect jeune fille especially since he doesn’t want a French but an American jeune fille. He is sure Pansy has never read a newspaper, has never walked alone with a man, has read nothing more of novels than perhaps Sir Walter Scot, and has never seen a comedy of manners. He rankles at the memory of Mr. Osmond giving him only two fingers of his left hand in place of a handshake. He asks Pansy to come with him to another room to show it to him. 

They get to the next room which is empty, decorated by Mr. Osmond in a style Rosier finds distasteful. He tells Pansy he comes only to see her. In doing so, he is going against Madame Merle’s warning not to speak to Pansy. He feels "the intoxication of a rupture with authority." Pansy tells him she likes him. He finds her "ineffably passive." 

Meanwhile in the other room, Madame Merle has entered. She comes and sits down for a chat with Gilbert Osmond in the middle of the room. She asks where Pansy is and Gilbert tells her she’s in the other room with Rosier and that he has been rude to Rosier. He says he is bored by the problem of dealing with Rosier. Madame Merle says Pansy has thought a lot about Rosier but she knows Gilbert cares nothing about what Pansy thinks about. He says he doesn’t in fact care. He says that is why he educated her the way she did: so she would act in such a circumstance exactly in the way he wants her to. Madame Merle says he should keep Rosier on hand since he might be useful. Gilbert refuses to do so, telling her to do it herself. 

They see that Rosier and Pansy are coming out of the room opposite. Madame Merle says it’s clear from their looks that he has spoken to her and that he intends to confess. Osmond gets up and glances sharply at Pansy then walks away. Pansy greets Madame Merle and then leaves. Madame Merle scolds Rosier for going against her advice and tells him to come to her house the next afternoon. Rosier is desperate. He finds Mrs. Osmond who tells him she can do nothing to help him, that he is not rich enough for Pansy according to her husband. Rosier feels offended at being so ill-treated. Isabel indicates that she wishes she could help him, but that she will be powerless to do so. 


Notes 
The situation is an evening at the Osmonds and the narrative treatment of it is as if it were a tableaux. A tableau is a kind of stage performance in which the actors don’t speak but act out their parts in a way that conveys the meaning. The dialogue is less important than the implication of the position of the players. Rosier comes in looking for Pansy. He is snubbed by Gilbert Osmond. He takes Pansy aside and they exchange words that indicate they care for each other. They come back in and their looks show what they‘ve been discussing. Meanwhile, Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond have had their own private talk in public. They have discussed and essentially dispensed with the subject of Pansy and Rosier. Madame Merle indicates to Rosier that he has fumbled seriously and dismisses him. He rushes to Isabel who insists on her powerlessness. Then he leaves. 

This is the second view we’ve gotten of Isabel’s marriage and it is as distanced as the first view. Here, Isabel is shown as the social organizer of Gilbert Osmond’s house. She speaks hardly at all and when she does, it is to insist on her inability to control or influence her husband. The scene is quite sinister. Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond are clearly running things as they wish them to be done. 

Chapter 38 
Edward Rosier goes to see Madame Merle the next day and is surprised that she doesn’t scold him for going against her advice. She tells him to be very patient and to visit Pansy only on Thursday evenings when everyone else does. He agrees. The next Thursday he enters the Osmonds and greets Mr. Osmond who tells him he is glad to see he can take a hint. He adds that he sets a "great price on [his] daughter." He tells Edward that Pansy never gave him her pledge of love and that she will not marry him. 

Lord Warburton enters and greets Mr. Osmond who chats with him. Meanwhile, Rosier goes to speak briefly to Isabel who tells him Pansy has not given up on him as Mr. Osmond has asserted. He notices Isabel change color and sees that Mr. Osmond is approaching with Lord Warburton. They greet each other warmly and after a brief time of conversation, Osmond leaves them to talk alone. Warburton tells Isabel she has changed a bit since he last saw her in Rome. She says she’s changed a good deal. He says he has come to Rome with Ralph Touchett who is in a very bad way and has decided unaccountably to spend the winter in Catania, Sicily against the advice of all the medical authorities. Ralph wanted to stop in Rome on the way. Isabel is alarmed but Warburton tells her she should go see Ralph in the morning, that when he left him that night, Ralph had said he was happy. 

Isabel tells Warburton she has heard that he has been doing good things with his reform plans. He tells her he keeps up a constant debate with Ralph, who is a conservative. She sees that he is contented with his life and realizes he has had the luxury of a man to plunge himself into his work. He asks her if she’s happy and she says she is very happy after asking him if he really thinks she would tell him if she weren’t. He compliments her on her house and she says it’s all Osmond’s doing. She says, "I’ve no ideas. I can never propose anything." Isabel wants to introduce him to some of her guests and he says he only wants to speak to her. Then he notices Pansy and says he wouldn’t mind meeting her. Isabel tells him who Pansy is. Warburton tells Isabel she hasn’t changed after all. Isabel says marriage has changed her a great deal. Warburton says he does wish to marry. 

Meanwhile, Edward Rosier is speaking to Pansy who is busy pouring tea. She assures him that she hasn’t forgotten him as her father said she had. She says she won’t give him up, but that she’ll appeal to Mrs. Osmond for help. He says Mrs. Osmond can do nothing since she’s afraid of Mr. Osmond, and Pansy says Mrs. Osmond isn’t afraid of anyone. 


Notes 
The character of Pansy is given a bit more fullness in this chapter. Hitherto she has seemed almost vacant. Here, she seems almost vacant as well, but she does say some fairly surprising things. She seems to have a plan to get to marry the man she loves and she plans to use Isabel as an ally. 

Here, Isabel is finally given more than just a few lines. James has made a very gradual approach to describing Isabel in her present state in the last few chapters. Here, she speaks to Lord Warburton and seems more of her old self, caring for Ralph and hoping for good things for her old friend Lord Warburton. 

With the entry of Lord Warburton just at the moment when Gilbert Osmond is fending off Edward Rosier, the suitor with insufficient income for his daughter, it seems clear that James is setting up a new plot complication. Gilbert Osmond will likely set his sights on Lord Warburton for his daughter. 

Chapter 39 
Ralph hasn’t seem much of Isabel since she’s been married. He realizes that the discussion he had with her when he found out she was engaged has nearly destroyed their friendship. He had attended the wedding. It was very small. Only he, Mrs. Touchett, Pansy, and Countess Gemini attended. Madame Merle sent excuses from Rome. Henrietta Stackpole had been out of the country at the time, but she wrote to tell Isabel she would only have tried to prevent the marriage. She showed up a few months after the marriage and drove Gilbert Osmond to tell his wife that she was just too much and that he thought of their friendship as a monstrosity. Isabel had been disappointed in her new husband’s lack of a sense of humor in taking Henrietta Stackpole. 

Ralph didn’t see Isabel for almost two years after her marriage. He saw her six months after her son died. Her letters never revealed anything of import. Meanwhile, Mrs. Touchett had almost severed all ties to Madame Merle. She had told Madame Merle her opinion of Madame Merle’s deception and Madame Merle had gotten offended and taken a high tone. Ralph, for his part, has felt stupid all this time for having spoken his mind to Isabel and putting such a distance between them. When he saw her after all that time, he noticed that she seemed to do everything faster. She had given up her love of debate. He felt that "The free, keep girl had become quite another person; what he saw was a fine lady who was supposed to represent something." He knew she was supposed to represent nothing other than Mr. Osmond. Ralph thinks of Mr. Osmond as a man who keeps everything within limits. He could see how Gilbert Osmond "adjusted, regulated, animated their manner of life." He sees that Gilbert Osmond acts disdainfully of the world but really wants nothing more than its attention. His life is nothing more than a pose. Gilbert Osmond had made a fuss about Isabel receiving Ralph when he had last seen her. He had realized this and left Rome to spare causing her any trouble. 

Isabel had been wondering what fine principle had been keeping Ralph alive all his time. She didn’t know that what was keeping him alive was his desire to see what she would make of her husband. He felt that she had not finished with what she would do in the world and he was fascinated to find out. He had suddenly decided to go to Sicily after having spent all his time at Gardencourt where he has been dreadfully ill. When Lord Warburton speaks to him one evening, Ralph tells him he has decided to stay in Rome and forgo the visit to Sicily for the winter. Warburton is concerned for his health. Ralph tells him he wants to stay near Isabel. He says last time he was in Rome he thought it was his duty to leave in order to help Isabel. Now he feels that it’s his duty to stay in Rome and defend her. 

He wonders why Warburton has come to Rome with him, aside from his concern for Ralph’s health. He asks Warburton if his interest in staying in Rome has anything to do with Pansy Osmond. Warburton admits that he is interested in Pansy as a wife despite their more than twenty year difference in age. He wonders what Isabel will think of it. Ralph is embarrassed to wonder if Warburton is interested in Pansy as a means to get close to Isabel. Warburton is offended at the thought. 


Notes 
The interest of Lord Warburton in Pansy Osmond complicates the plot just enough to give Ralph Touchett a good show. Isabel has already half promised to help Pansy get the man she wants, the less than impressive Edward Rosier. It’s clear that Gilbert Osmond will be happy for Lord Warburton as a son-in-law and will use Isabel’s old connection with him in gaining her compliance. Isabel will have to show that she is not hindering Warburton’s engagement to Pansy for personal reasons. If Ralph is staying alive just to see what Isabel will do with herself now that she’s stuck in her marriage, he has arrived in Rome just in time. 

Chapter 40 
Since Isabel’s marriage, Madame Merle has been almost constantly absent from Rome. Isabel had at first wished things were different since she wished to have Madame Merle’s advice about how to cope with her unhappiness. "Isabel, as she herself grew older, became acquainted with revulsions, with disgusts; there were days when the world looked black and she asked herself with some sharpness what I was that she was pretending to live for." She admired Madame Merle’s habit of making of herself all surface. Nowadays, however, she has lost the desire to learn Madame Merle’s trick. She believes she should keep her troubles to herself. She has found Madame Merle annoying in her overly fastidious insistence that she be discreet in terms of her relationship with the Osmonds. Madame Merle has told her that she must be on her guard so that Isabel won’t become jealous of her and Mr. Osmond. Isabel is very surprised by this idea. She thinks she would have to be happy with Gilbert in order to be jealous of him. 

Isabel has had three years to think about Mrs. Touchett’s accusation that Madame Merle arranged her marriage to Gilbert Osmond. Isabel has decides that she must take responsibility for her own mistake. Madame Merle might have pushed Osmond into it, but she feels that she herself made the choice as a free person. She feels that there’s no way to repair the mistake but to accept it. 

One day, when Ralph had been in Rome for a month, Isabel returns home from a walk with Pansy. She spends all her time with Pansy and loves being with her. She finds her "ingeniously passive and almost imaginatively docile." Isabel takes walks almost every day. When she returns from this one, she has a shock. She receives an "impression." When she walks into the room, she sees Madame Merle is with her husband. They don’t hear her approach so she has a moment to see them as they are when they aren’t on their guard. She is shocked to see that they are staring at each other silently in a pose of intimacy. She is more surprised to see that Gilbert is sitting while Madame Merle is standing. When they see her, Gilbert jumps up and leaves quickly. Madame Merle stays to talk with Isabel. 

She wants to tell Isabel she needs help getting rid of Edward Rosier who keeps bothering her to help with his marriage suit to Pansy. Isabel is ironic and distant. Madame Merle notices it. Madame Merle says she doesn’t know "what mysterious connection [Mr. Rosier] may have discovered between [her] and Pansy" but he is pleading with her to help him. She doesn’t think he’s the best husband for Pansy and so doesn’t want to see him any more. She says she is washing her hands of the matter. Isabel tells her she can’t be honestly washing her hands of the matter since she shows herself to be much too interested; that is, she doesn’t’ want Pansy to marry Rosier. Madame Merle says Rosier is now jealous of Lord Warburton. Isabel is surprised at this. Madame Merle wants Isabel to speak to Pansy of Lord Warburton. Isabel refuses to intervene in any way. When Isabel mentions that Lord Warburton has already spoken to her of his affection for Pansy, Madame Mere exclaims that she is surprised Isabel hasn’t spoken to Osmond of it. She realizes she has said too much and blushes. Isabel says Warburton will speak to Osmond on his own behalf. Madame Merle indicates that Isabel should try to get Warburton to speak to Pansy. Isabel again refuses to intervene. Madame Merle indicates that she knows Warburton once proposed marriage to Isabel even though Isabel herself never revealed this. Isabel says she thinks Warburton would be a good husband for Pansy. She adds the request that Madame Merle be kind to Rosier when she sends him away. 


Notes 
Henry James is famous for his subtle depiction of drawing room dynamics. The social codes that are unspoken but remarkably well observed, the deep meaning of gestures, slight departures from prescribed manners, significant looks, and such like are the matter of his most exquisite descriptions. In this chapter, an extraordinarily important plot development happens not in some external action, but in nothing more than a perception. Isabel Archer walks into the room and notices that her husband and Madame Merle are in the same room together and not speaking. She realizes in an instant that it takes a great deal of intimacy to be in the room with someone, stare into that person’s eyes, and be silent. The second element of the scene that startles her into recognition is that Madame Merle is standing while Gilbert Osmond is sitting. As the host to the guest, this relationship demands just the opposite. Standing there means that Madame Merle is much more at home in Gilbert Osmond’s home than her supposedly distant relationship to him would warrant. 

The result of this recognition also partakes of the Jamesian subtlety. Instead of breaking the social code and speaking to the two of them, Isabel responds with control and reserve. She merely speaks somewhat coldly and ironically to Madame Merle. She’s clearly holding her opinions about Pansy’s marriage to herself. 

Chapter 41 
That evening Osmond brings the matter of Lord Warburton and Pansy up with Isabel for the first time. She is sitting alone in the drawing room. She had been there earlier with Pansy and Lord Warburton. 

Lord Warburton had come in earlier. Isabel says little to him because she wants to give him the chance to talk to Pansy. Isabel is wanting to please her husband. She knows he wants this marriage and she wants to act as the good wife in facilitating it. She’s a little surprised that Lord Warburton is so interested in Pansy since there is "always a little of the doll about her," but Isabel decides that there’s no accounting for men’s taste. She wonders about how Pansy will take the departure of Rosier. She thinks Pansy is too trained in submission to put up much of a fuss. She thinks Pansy will cling to anyone who is put before her. Isabel hears only good things in the intercourse between Warburton and Pansy. He doesn’t condescend to her but talks to her of matters in the world that concern him. Isabel wonders if she should take the great step of leaving them alone for about thirty minutes. She wants to take her husband’s view and she thinks he would like this. However, something holds her back and she remains in the room. After Lord Warburton leaves, Pansy says nothing about him and Isabel remains silent as well. 

When she is alone, Osmond comes in. Isabel watches his face covertly. She has gotten in the habit of looking at him when he isn’t aware she is. She does so in order to gauge his mood and sentiments. She wants to have some warning of what he’s going to say before he says it. She has so often in the past been taken by surprise. She wants to be able to respond with exactly the right words to whatever he says. After a while, he asks if Lord Warburton has been there and what the details of his visit were. In their conversation, there are several moments of near argument. Isabel tells him she’s trying to take his part in this. He thinks she is trying to quarrel with him. She tells him that on the contrary she’s trying to live in peace. He pushes the point and she doesn’t take the bait. They discuss the fact that he has sent Rosier away and she asks him if he wants Pansy to marry Lord Warburton. She knows this question is perilous since it might make him feel humiliated. He has so often said that Pansy just has to sit quietly and any number of suitable men will come along. Now he has to admit that he wants a particular man for his daughter. He does so. Isabel tells him Warburton has already spoken to her. He can’t imagine why she hasn’t told him this information. She tells him that from the way they live, she hasn’t had the opportunity. He implies that she should speak to Warburton to hurry him along in proposing to Pansy. He tells her she can bring this about since she once refused Warburton; because of that she has power over him. He leaves the room telling her he’s counting on her. 


Notes 
Isabel’s earnest desire to be a good wife is sad and touching here. Despite how she has suffered in her marriage, she wants to remove herself from the ugliness of it enough to retain a moral standing. This is the same moral attitude she had in theory before she was tested, before she was married. She thought that she had only had happiness and wanted to have some kind of difficulty or suffering so she could prove to herself that she would remain good and noble. Now the situation has come to her and she is trying to follow through on her idealism in her reality. 

Chapter 42 
Isabel didn’t answer Gilbert when he spoke to her because the way he put the situation threw her into thought about it. She sits far into the night thinking over the situation she’s in. She wonders if Gilbert is right, that her past with Lord Warburton has some force today. She wonders about Lord Warburton’s motives for a while and then jolts herself back into reality, telling herself that she will wait until Lord Warburton proves tat he is ignoble to believe it of him. She thinks again about the image she got that afternoon of Madame Merle and Gilbert together. She thinks back on her short talk with Gilbert before. He makes "everything wither that he touch[es]." She had wanted to do something noble, play the part of the good wife by trying to help him with Warburton and Pansy, but when he came in and pushed her towards this goal, she had wanted nothing more to do with it. Distrust is the keynote of their marriage. When she had first gotten married, she had had pure confidence. Then she saw that her life would be nothing but a "dark, narrow alley with a dead wall at the end." Unlike many people, Isabel suffers actively and passionately. She thinks back on their first year of marriage when she felt they were so "admirably intimate." It was only at the end of that year that she had gotten the first alarm. She realized one day that Gilbert hated her. She realized that he had imagined before their marriage that he would be able to change her. She tried to be what he wanted her to be, but she was herself and couldn’t change that. 

She realizes that during their courtship, she "effaced herself." She had tried to be just what he wanted her to be. She had "pretended there was less of her than there was." She had been under a powerful charm he exerted on her. She had only seen half of his nature at that time. He had told her she was the most imaginative woman he had ever known. Now she thinks ruefully of this description. It was her imaginative powers that got her into the marriage. She had imagined "a world of things that had no substance." She had made an image of him; she "had not read him right." She had thought that he was like a skeptical voyager and she wanted to launch his boat for him. She realizes there was a strange maternal strain in this. Yet she also realizes it wasn’t just charity that made her want to marry him. She had felt the burden of all that money and Gilbert Osmond was the best place to put it. She transferred it to a man who had the best taste in the world. 

There was also something other than this. She had also felt a great ardour for him. She had thought he was better than any other person and more intelligent. She had thought "the finest . . . manly organism she had ever known had become her property." She still thinks highly of his intelligence and fineness of perception. Now she remembers the first sign of the huge mistake she made in marrying him. He told her one day "that she had too many ideas ad that she must get rid of them." She remembered he told her this before they were married, but she hadn’t believed him or hadn’t heard him right. She realizes that he meant that he wanted her to get rid of "the whole thing--her character, the way she felt, the way she judged." He took personal offence of the way she looked at life. 

She had felt "incredulous terror" in this insight. She realized she was living in "the house of darkness, the house of dumbness, the house of suffocation." She recognized finally his outrageous egotism. He regarded himself as the "first gentleman of Europe" and she had married him in that light. He feels contempt for everyone in the world but he desires their recognition of his worth. He lives to get recognition of his sovereignty from people he scorns. Their ideas of the "aristocratic life," she realized that year, were sadly at odds. For Isabelle, the aristocratic life was "the union of great knowledge with great liberty." For Gilbert, it meant living according to traditions, conventions, and forms. He made her live inside the confines of these social conventions which she had always taken so lightly. At first she had tried to "plead the cause of liberty" but then she realized it was no use when she realized that Gilbert was ashamed of her. He took offence at her having her own mind. His idea of their two minds was that his was a deer-park and hers was a small garden plot attached to his. He should have complete control over hers and use it for gathering flowers. She had also been morally repelled by things he told her. He had told her things which she thought were "hideously unclean." For instance, he told her that all married women lie and have affairs. She wondered if he put all women in the same class as the Countess Gemini. When he saw that she scorned his assumptions, he drew himself up. He had never thought that his clever wife would find fault with his ideas. He had liked that she was clever, but had thought of it as just another asset for his own wealth, not something he would have to contend with. 


For her part, Isabel doesn’t hate him. Often, however, she feels afraid. He hadn’t spoken to her for a week before this morning. She knows he is angry at her for seeing so much of Ralph Touchett. Isabel has realized that Ralph is really dying and she feels a great tenderness for him. She realizes Ralph is generous and good. Being with him makes her "feel the good of the world." She regards it as "an act of devotion to conceal her misery from him." She doesn’t realize that he knows she is doing this. 

Isabel realizes it is four in the morning and prepares to go to bed. Before she leaves the parlor, she thinks of the image that arrested her that day: her husband and Madame Merle "unconsciously and familiarly associated." 

Notes 
For a man who was never married, Henry James certainly knows how to describe one. In this chapter, ten chapters after she announces her engagement to Caspar Goodwood, James finally gives a full narrative treatment to the marriage. It is another of Isabel’s vigils, so famous in the novel and so important for signaling a change from one state of being into another. Here, she sits up alone in the parlor until four in the morning. She is sent into this state of meditation by two things. First, she can’t get the image of Madame Merle and her husband’s intimate pose out of her mind. This insight she dwells on but doesn’t come to resolution about. The second thing that keeps her up is the agitation produced in the encounter she’s had with her husband over the Warburton-Pansy match. It is this agitation that sends her into retrospection on the course of her marriage and which provides Henry James with the narrative excuse for summarizing the marriage thus far. 


It is a horrible one. Since Isabel is stuck in it, it’s even worse. Her conviction that Gilbert hates her might at first seem melodramatic, but by the end of the chapter seems an understatement. The force of the description of the marriage comes not in the relation of incidents which demonstrate the ugliness of the feelings dominating the marriage, but in the images James uses to describe it and in the contrast between what Isabel imagined of Gilbert and what he turned out to be.
Chapter 43 
Three nights later, Isabel accompanies Pansy to a ball. She acts as Pansy’s guardian, holding her flowers for her and watching her dance. At one point when Pansy goes to dance, Edward Rosier approaches looking grim. He asks for one of Pansy’s flowers and after hesitating, Isabel lets him choose one. She tells him she isn’t "in love with him for Pansy." When Pansy heads back towards them, Isabel asks him to leave, telling him Mr. Osmond has forbidden Pansy to dance with him. He waits until he sees Pansy see him and then he leaves. In his manner of leaving, Isabel realizes how in love he is. Pansy goes back out on the next dance and Lord Warburton arrives. Isabel is again struck by the fact that "a man of his mettle should take an interest in a little maid," as he calls Pansy. He tells Isabel that being with her must have been a very good thing for Pansy. Isabel jokes, "Ah yes, if she isn’t the rose she has lived near it." Warburton says, "We all try to live as near it as we can." When Pansy returns to them, Isabel helps her with a tear in her dress, all the while wondering if Lord Warburton is still trying to be with her. 

Pansy goes back out to dance and Lord Warburton remains to talk with Isabel. She tells him she had thought he would have asked Pansy to dance the cotillion, a dance that takes thirty minutes, but instead she finds out he has asked Pansy to dance the quadrille, a group dance. He says he didn’t ask Pansy for the cotillion because he thought he would have a chance to talk with Isabel for the time. When the cotillion comes, Lord Warburton asks Isabel to come sit with him in an adjoining room. She knows she’s not supposed to leave Pansy out of her sight, but she wants to find out for sure what Lord Warburton is up to. On the way, they run into Edward Rosier who is looking wretched. Lord Warburton has forgotten who he is. Isabel tells him Rosier is his rival. Lord Warburton is shocked at this. He fells sorry for Edward Roseir for being rejected by Gilbert Osmond when he has a respectable income and seems to be a nice man. Isabel says Gilbert has larger ideas. He finds out also that Isabel has already told him that Pansy has feelings for Rosier. He blushes that he hadn’t taken this into account. Isabel tells him he’s not in love. After some talk, he tells her he can’t pretend to be as he once was. They look at each other for a long time, then Isabel tells him he should do whatever comes into his head and leaves. 

Outside, after talking to some people, she runs into Rosier again and tells him she has some comfort for him. She tells him she will do what she can for him. When she gets outside to her carriage with Pansy later that evening, Lord Warburton sees them off. She tells him not to forget to send the letter he has written to Gilbert Osmond. 


Notes 
Isabel seems to have made a turn in this chapter. She has turned back from her idea of pleasing Gilbert by encouraging Lord Warburton to marry Pansy. She has done so because she realizes Lord Warburton is not in love with Pansy but is instead still in love with her. It’s not clear yet what her plan of action will be, but it is clear that she will become Rosier’s ally. 

Chapter 44 
The bored Countess Gemini is happily surprised with a visit from Henrietta Stackpole whom she remembered from her connection to Isabel. She has just received an invitation to visit her brother and Isabel in Rome. Since she is always eager to visit Rome and sad to be kept away from it by reason of a lack of funds, she is very excited about the trip. Henrietta tells her she plans to go see Isabel in Rome because she has been alarmed by Isabel’s letters. Her letters say nothing much and it is in their emptiness that Henrietta reads Isabel’s unhappiness. She is shocked when the Countess relates the gossip to her that Lord Warburton is hanging around Isabel in Rome with a romantic interest. After a short time of conversation, both women realize they don’t like the other very much. 

Henrietta leaves the Countess’s house and goes to leave a note at Caspar Goodwood’s hotel that he should meet her that evening. She then goes to the Tribune to see her favorite work of art, a Corregio of Mary playing with the baby Jesus. At the door, she is surprised to find Caspar Goodwood. She tells him she wants to ask him a favor. He is reluctant to talk to her since she always brings up Mrs. Osmond, but he is too much of a gentleman to deny her. She asks him to reconsider if it is a good idea that he go to Rome to see Isabel. She asks him to be a true friend, not a selfish friend. He says he will go to Rome. She tells him she’s leaving the next day. He doesn’t want to travel with her, but he is too much of a gentleman to "insult an unprotected woman" by not putting himself out for her. He offers to accompany her and she takes this as a matter of course. 


Notes 
It seems that whenever James wants to bring out all of Isabel’s qualities or send her into action, he gathers around her a cast of characters who are conducive to action. These are, firstly, Henrietta Stackpole, Caspar Goodwood, but also Lord Warburton and Ralph Touchett. This chapter serves mainly as a set-up for further action. In it we learn that Caspar Goodwood still thinks a good deal of Isabel, though he doesn’t like to admit it, that Henrietta Stackpole also thinks a good deal of Isabel and has now proposed to save her in some way. 

Chapter 45 
Isabel goes to see Ralph the next day. She is very worried lately about Gilbert’s opposition to her seeing so much of Ralph. She sees as much of him as she can without causing Gilbert to forbid it. She knows Gilbert wants her away from Ralph because "he wished her to have no freedom of mind, and he knew perfectly well that Ralph was an apostle of freedom." Isabel wants very much to avoid an open rift with Gilbert. She believes in the sanctity of marriage and doesn’t want to be forced to choose between abandoning the dying Ralph and betraying her promise. 

At Ralph’s she tells him right away that she wants to ask him something. He guesses what she wants to know and tells her it is true that Lord Warburton is in love. Then after some questioning, he reveals that he doesn’t mean Warburton is in love with Pansy, but with Isabel. Ralph takes it all lightly and suddenly Isabel bursts out with "Ah, Ralph, you give me no help!" It’s the first time she’s asked for help and he feels as thought the gap between them suddenly disappeared. He says, "How unhappy you must be!" She acts like she didn’t hear him. Isabel returns to the subject at hand and says she imagines that Lord Warburton will just let the matter of Pansy drop and, since he hasn’t said anything to Pansy about his plans of marrying her, he can just leave with honor in tact. Ralph half listens to her. He wants her to tell him of her difficult marriage and wishes very much to let her know that he is quite aware of the very difficult position she is in with Osmond in terms of these marriage proposals. He finally tells her that Osmond will treat this news of Warburton’s withdrawal as her doing, and he will accuse her of putting an end to it out of jealousy. She blushes intensely and tells him he’s not kind. He tells her to be frank with him and she will see. Instead she prepares to leave. 

She goes straight home and to Pansy’s room. She finds the task before her very distasteful and very perilous, but she wants to get it over with. She finds Pansy waiting for dinner. Pansy begs her for advice. Isabel says she should obey her father completely in everything. Pansy tells Isbel that the only thing in life she wants is to marry Edward Rosier. She says she won’t go against her father's wishes and will instead remain single. Isabel implies that Osmond doesn’t want this but wants her instead to marry someone else. Isabel intimates that Osmond wants her to marry Warburton. Pansy is happy about his because she says there is no danger that Warburton will ask her to marry him. She doesn’t want to tell her father this because Warburton’s presence will block another candidate from coming in to woo her. 

Isabel is amazed at how clear thinking Pansy is. She returns to the thought that she must be loyal to Osmond no matter what. She tells Pansy that her father will insist that she marry an nobleman. Pansy answers that to her Rosier looks noble. 


Notes 
Isabel’s interviews with Ralph and Pansy indicate that, though she is preparing the ground, she doesn’t plan to break with Gilbert in going against his wishes. She seems naive in her attempt to act according to her conscience at the same time that she tries to follow Gilbert’s plan to marry Pansy to his choice of a husbands even if it’s against her will. 

Chapter 46 
Lord Warburton stays away from the Osmonds for four days. Gilbert Osmond finally asks Isabel what has happened to him. Isabel realizes that Gilbert is accusing her of being untrustworthy and he says just that. As they are talking, Lord Warburton is announced. He is clearly unhappy to find Gilbert there, but he recovers and stays to chat for a while. He says he is on his way home to England and wanted to come by to say good-bye to them and Pansy. When he keeps staying, it becomes obvious that he wants to speak to Isabel alone. Gilbert leaves the room. Warburton tells her he wants to see Pansy. They agree that it is best that it will be the last time since he doesn’t care enough for Pansy and she doesn’t care for him. Pansy comes in and accepts Warburton’s good words with grace. Then he leaves. 

Pansy thanks Isabel for being her guardian angel. She says her father just came to get her and kissed her tenderly on the head. She thinks Isabel spoke to him about Pansy. Isabel assures her that she had nothing to do with Gilbert’s behavior. She realizes it is part of Gilbert’s idea of himself. Even in defeat, he can play the role of the magnanimous father. That evening they go out to dinner and then to an entertainment. When they get back, Pansy goes to bed and Gilbert asks Isabel to remain in the parlor to talk to him. He tells her he believes she is trying to humiliate him. He says it is obvious that she had played him for a fool in making him want Lord Warburton as a son in law and them pushing Lord Warburton away. Isabel is fascinated at the working of his "morbid passion." She denies his accusations, but to no effect. Isabel looks like an angel of disdain as she gets up to leave. As she leaves, she says, "Poor little Pansy!" 


Notes 
The ugly scene between Isabel and Gilbert only confirms what the reader has been led to expect. At Lord Warburton’s withdrawal, Gilbert has blamed Isabel of maneuvering to get him away. Henry James ahs set up the characters of Gilbert and Isabel carefully enough that their response to this latest change is predictable. The scene shows Gilbert as a cruel man who seems to believe his own fantasies about the depravity of Isabel and it shows Isabel trying to remain true to her most noble image of herself. 

Chapter 47 
Henrietta Stackpole tells Isabel that Caspar Goodwood is in Rome. Madame Merle has left Rome for a short trip. Her departure has set Isabel thinking once again of her relationship with Gilbert. Isabel has an inkling that Madame Merle is very dangerous. She also feels such a dread at the thought that she will suddenly realize something about the two of them that she often pushes the thoughts away. Isabel also spends time worrying over the thought of Caspar Goodwood in her mind. She feels that he is the only person in her life whom she has wronged. She has thought about him over the past few years and has always had an impression that he is a lonely man. She thinks of him now as one of a group of people to whom she could appeal if she were in trouble. She finds Henrietta Stackpole changed. She has "grown vague." Still, Isabel realizes that Henrietta Stackpole has come to Rome in the dead of winter just because she suspected that Isabel is sad. As soon as they first spoke, she asked Isabel is she was wretched and Isabel told her yes, she was. Henrietta wants to know why Isabel won’t just leave Osmond. Isabel says she would rather die that let everyone know of her mistake. She says she’ll always be ashamed. 

Gilbert for his part is not happy that so many of Isabel’s intimates are in town. He doesn’t like Ralph at all. He finds Henrietta Stackpole monstrous. Yet he finds a way to like Caspar Goodwood and impress him even. Isabel wants to find a way to get Goodwood out of the way, so she asks him to do her the favor of visiting Ralph. He does so and finds in Ralph a pleasant friend. Ralph has been having a wonderful time with Henrietta Stackpole who visits him every day and has come to like him immensely. Isabel hopes that when the weather gets warmer, Caspar Goodwood will take Ralph back to England. She ahs a horror that he’ll die in his hotel instead of where he should, at Gardencourt. When she thinks of Gardencourt, tears come to her eyes. It has become something of a sacred place to her. 

As the chapter closes, Isabel finds that the Countess Gemini has arrived in her house, Edward Rosier has returned to Rome after a mysterious absence and has commenced to writing long letters to Pansy, and Madame Merle has returned with the impertinent question, "What did you do with Lord Warburton?" 


Notes 
This chapter brings all the most important people of Isabel’s past aside from Lord Warburton together. Isabel gets Caspar Goodwood to visit Ralph and Henrietta takes this duty on herself and becomes fast friends with him. The chapter has the feel of being prelude to some action. Here, we get caught up on their characters which have been absent for so long in the narrative. Later, they will perhaps be put into play. 

Chapter 48 
At the end of February, Ralph Touchett decides to leave for England. Henrietta Stackpole insists on going with him to care for him on the journey. Ralph is surprised at how pleased he is with this idea. He decides he will be "gratefully, luxuriously passive." Caspar Goodwood also comes to see him and tells him he plans to accompany him as well and that he is doing so at Isabel’s request. Caspar adds that Isabel wants him out of Rome because he bores her and because he has obviously been watching her to see if she’s as happy as she pretends to be. 

Henrietta sees the Countess Gemini one last time. It is a maddening conversation since the Countess insists on believing that Isabel had Lord Warburton around as her own lover and that she used Pansy as a cover for this. Henrietta Stackpole repeatedly corrects her in this assumption, but the Countess is unmoved. 

Henrietta also visits Isabel and tells her of her plans to accompany Ralph. Isabel is very happy to hear this and says she wants to be alone. She says she will be left with people who are "part of the comedy." Henrietta, Ralph, and Caspar are spectators. She adds that their looking at her makes her uncomfortable. Henrietta asks Isabel to promise her that she will leave Osmond before the worst comes. Isabel says she will never make another promise since she has failed so miserably in her marriage vows. 
Isabel sees Ralph for the last time. She tells him she feels bad that she isn’t also accompanying him to England. He knows she isn’t because Osmond would not like it. She says she is not coming with him so as to avoid a conflict with Osmond. She tells him she’s afraid of herself. They change the topic to the brighter subject of Henrietta as his caretaker. Then she tells him he has been her best friend. He says that it was for her that he wanted to live, but he is of no use to her. She realizes she will never see him again. She tells him that if he sends for her she will come. He objects that her husband won’t consent to it. She says she would arrange it. 

That evening, Caspar Goodwood comes to her home to say good- bye. Gilbert Osmond greets him when he arrives and detains him with talk. Gilbert is in a rare high mood. He speaks the whole time with "we" instead of "I," saying that he and Isabel are so close that they can speak for each other. He tells Caspar that he likes him so much because he helps Osmond become reconciled to the future. He says Goodwood signifies the future for him. Until this point he has thought it horribly vulgar. Goodwood understands little of what Osmond is saying, but he senses that Osmond is being perverse with him. Until now, he has thought of Osmond as a "brilliant personage of the amateurish kind, afflicted with a redundancy of leisure which it amused him to work off in little refinements of conversation." 

Finally, Osmond leaves and Caspar continues to hang around waiting to get a chance to speak to Isabel alone. He realizes that "there are some disappointments that last as long as life." He realizes that Osmond has a sort of "demonic imagination." Finally, he gets Isabel to go with him to another room to speak privately. He can see that she is a little afraid of what he’ll say. He finally asks her what she has made of her life. He says he’s frustrated because he "can’t penetrate" her hard surface. He says she’s completely changed since she conceals everything. He goes on and on, sometimes almost incoherently, about how inscrutable she is, how confusing it is to her Osmond talk as if they were blissfully happy, saying he knows it’s none of his business, saying he loves her. Finally he says he wants one satisfaction from her. He wants to know from her if he may pity her. He says, "That at least would be doing something. I’d give my life to it." Isabel raises her fan to her face so it covers all but her eyes and says, "Don’t give your life to it; but give a thought to it every now and then." Then she goes to say good-bye to her remaining guests. 

Notes 
Isabel arranges it so that all the people who care deeply about her leave Rome so she can carry on with her life in the way Osmond has orchestrated it--all surfaces, no depths. As long as they’ve been in Rome, she’s played the part. She’s found it too draining, though, and manages to get them all to leave. It’s draining because, around people who know her and care about her, she can’t give herself the comfort of their love and sympathy. She can’t let them see how unhappy and desperate she is in her marriage because she sees no solution to the problem. At the end of the chapter, James sets up the scene for the fullest poignancy. Caspar Goodwood listens to Osmond lie about his and Isabel’s happiness all evening. Then he tells Isabel he loves her and asks for some sign of her depth as a token to take with him in his life. She gives it to him, letting him know that there is something to pity in her situation. 

Chapter 49 
The narrator goes back in time to the day that Madame Merle came back from Naples and saw Isabel, the incident only mentioned briefly before. On that day, after Madame Merle had asked Isabel what she had done to send Lord Warburton away, Isabel had asked her not to talk of him. Madame Merle says she can’t help but talk about it since she had set her heart on the marriage. Isabel is bothered by Madame Merle’s presumption and by her critical air. Madame Merle makes it worse by telling Isabel she plans to ask Pansy what Isabel told her. 

At these words, Isabel is struck by a sense that Madame Merle "was a powerful agent in her destiny." She feels a strong mistrust of the older woman. She realizes after a moment that Madame Merle’s interest is identical with Osmond’s. Madame Merle continues to imply half-obliquely that Isabel worked positively against the match. Then she tells Isabel that Osmond judges her severely. Isabel is shocked at Madame Merle’s insolence in speaking to her about Osmond. Finally, Madame Merle tells Isbel she didn’t come to scold her but to learn the truth about what happened between her and Lord Warburton in regard to the marriage proposal. It’s clear that Madame Merle is speaking on Osmond’s behalf. She tells Isabel that Osmond made a mess of it by accusing Isabel and that she wants Isabel to be honest with her and tell her the truth. She tries to flatter Isabel by saying that she’s showing her honor by asking her the question so forthrightly and expecting an honest reply. She ends her appeal by saying of Lord Warburton: "Let him off--let us have him!" 

Isabel has lost all color in her face as she’s listened to Madame Merle’s speech. Finally she asks, "Who are you--what are you? What have you to do with my husband?" Madame Merle mocks her for taking it so "heroically." Isabel asks, "What have you to do with me?" Madame Merle gets up from her seat and stands over Isabel. She says, "Everything!" Isabel cries, "Oh, misery" and puts her hands over her face. When she removes them, Madame Merle is gone. Isabel realizes that Mrs. Touchett was right all along when she said Madame Merle arranged her marriage to Gilbert. 

Isabel drives alone that afternoon. Since her friends have left Rome, she has wandered more than usual. Most often she takes Pansy with her. Lately, the Countess Gemini has also come. Still, she likes to be alone much of the time. She wonders if she can say that Madame Merle is a "wicked" person. She’s never had experience with people of this sort. At least she is sure that Madame Merle has been "deeply false" with her. She can’t figure out why Madame Merle has manipulated her so much. She realizes there must have been some concept of gain. She remembers that Madame Merle was doubly affectionate with her after Mr. Toucehett’s death when she inherited all that money. She seems to have chosen her "closest intimate" and married her to him. She realizes now that Gilbert married her "like a vulgar adventure, for her money." She wonders if he would take her money and let her go or if she herself is also part of the bargain. By the end of her carriage ride that afternoon, she has come to say to herself, "Poor, poor Madame Merle!" at the thought of her husband’s power over the older woman. 


That same afternoon, Gilbert Osmond is in Madame Merle’s parlor. They are in the same position Isabel found them in once. She is standing and he is sitting in front of her. She is intensely irritated with him for being so complaisant about their failed plans. He acts totally indifferent to her feelings and this indifference makes her more upset. She tells him Isabel doesn’t know what to do with herself. he says Isabel plans to carry out her ideas. Madame Merle says she is unclear about what Isabel’s ideas are. She says that in their talk this morning, Isabel was completely bewildered. Madame Merle bursts out that she would give her right hand to be able to weep. She says if she could weep she would be able to feel as she used to feel before she met him. She says that this morning with Isabel, she was vile and horrid. She says it was her "deviltry" that bewildered Isabel. She tells Gilbert that he hasn’t only dried up her tears, but he has dried up her soul. He argues with her on this point, saying the soul is immutable. She disagrees, saying the soul can be destroyed. She tells him he is very bad. She hates the fact that she has done such a poor job with herself. He says she is always charming. This makes her imitate Isabel’s gesture earlier. She covers her face with her hands. He asks her if she is going to cry now. Then he asks her if he has ever done anything to her. She says he is taking his revenge out on Isabel. Gilbert says all women have a vulgar imagination, just like bad novelists. 

Madame Merle goes on to tell him that he has made Isabel afraid of him. She says that it is only after his marriage to Isabel that she has understood him. As she speaks, he is picking up one of her porcelain cups from her mantle. She asks him to be careful of "that precious object." He puts it back down. He tells her he only wanted Isabel to like him, really, to adore him. Since she hasn’t done this, he has to content himself with Pansy. She says, "Ah, if I had a child--!" he says she can take an interest in other people’s children. She says there is still something that holds them together. Osmond wants to know if it is the harm he can do to her. She says instead that it is the good she can still do for him. She says it is in this that she has been jealous of Isabel. She wants it to be her work. 

Gilbert gets up to leave. He tells her she should leave it to him. When he has gone, she goes to look at the coffee cup he had been handling and sees that he was right that it has a small crack in it. She asks herself, "Have I been so vile all for nothing?" 

Notes 
Chapter 49 probably raises more questions than it answers, but it is the first unraveling of the Osmond-Merle plot. Isabel realizes the Madame Merle manipulated her into marrying Gilbert and she begins to ponder what their relationship might be. The reader is at last privy to a conversation between Gilbert Osmond and Madame Merle that reveals more than their earlier conversations have. However, the revelation is not yet fully made. The main thing we find out in this chapter is the maddening level of Gilbert Osmond’s depravity. Henry James shows this in the way Gilbert Osmond responds to Madame Merle, a woman who has been his most intimate friend for years. He is completely indifferent to her. He treats her as an instrument of his desires that has ceased to function properly and should be laid aside. 

Chapter 50 
Isabel likes to take the Countess Gemini with her on trips around Rome because it gives her sister-in-law something other than the sexual affairs of the women in Florence as a topic of conversation. While they are at the Coliseum one day, Isabel wanders off alone while the Countess and Pansy go exploring. She is greeted by Edward Rosier, who tells her he has sold his bibelots for fifty thousand dollars. He thinks this sacrifice will make him a good candidate for Pansy’s hand in Gilbert Osmond’s eyes. Isabel tells him it won’t help because Gilbert Osmond wants Pansy to marry a noble. He sees Pansy and the Countess approaching. He says he wants to speak to the Countess. Isabel advises him against it, saying she has no influence with her brother. Isabel goes to intercept Pansy who drops her eyes when she sees Rosier. She doesn’t glance back to look at him when she’s being led away. The Countess remains behind so long that Isabel has to send the footman to go and get her. 

A week later Isabel finds Pansy waiting for her in her room. She says her father has said she will go to the convent for a while. He has told her the world is bad for her. Isabel is surprised that she hasn’t been told of these plans. Madame Catharine will be coming for Pansy in a short while. When Pansy is gone, Isabel goes into the room where Osmond is. She has forbidden herself from every asking him questions. She only says she will miss Pansy very much. Gilbert tells her why he sent Pansy to the convent. He wants to keep her innocent and he wants her to think about something and think of it in the right way. Isabel is amazed at how far Gilbert will go in his schemes. He will even go so far as to play "theoretic tricks on the delicate organism of his daughter." Isabel understands this last move on Gilbert’s part as having been designed for her own benefit. Gilbert had "wanted to do something sudden and arbitrary." Isabel knows Pansy has been frightened by this move. 

That night at dinner, the Countess talks to Gilbert about Pansy’s "banishment." She tells him it’s obvious that all his reasons are only covers for the real purpose of getting Pansy away from Mr. Rosier. She thinks Gilbert is getting Pansy away from the Countess. Gilbert says it would be much simpler just to banish her, the Countess, instead of banishing his daughter. 


Notes 
Two things occur in this chapter. First, Edward Rosier comes back to Rome with the news that he is $50,000 richer because he has sold his collection of bibelots. Second, Osmond sends Pansy to the convent for two weeks. In Isabel’s eyes, he does so to scare Pansy and Isabel into realizing that he is in complete control and is capable of acting ruthlessly. Gilbert Osmond will treat his daughter as he does everyone else in his life, as an instrument for his pleasure. The expectation this chapter seems intent on setting up has to do not with Gilbert, but with Isabel. If she won’t act against Gilbert for her own happiness, will she do so for Pansy’s.

Chapter 51 
Isabel gets news from Mrs. Touchett that Ralph is dying quickly. She asks Isabel to come. Isabel goes to see Gilbert to tell him of the news. Gilbert acts bored by it. Then he asks why she must go to Gardencourt. He says he was already abundantly generous with her in letting her spend so much time with Ralph in Rome when he visited. Now he will not let her go to England. He accuses Isabel of going to England not to see Ralph but to take revenge on himself. Isabel denies that she is thinking of revenge. Osmond tells her he does know about revenge and that she shouldn’t make him show her. He tells her that if she leaves Rome it will be deliberate and calculated opposition. Isabel tells him that she recognizes his opposition as malignant. He tells her they must present a social face of being inseparable as a couple. Isabel asks him what it means if she defies him. Will it mean that he will not expect her to come back? He is clearly shocked at this idea. He asks her if she is out of her mind. She tells him she wants to know what it is if it isn’t to be a rupture of their marriage. He tells her he won’t argue with her and he picks his brush back up and starts to look at his painting again. 

Isabel leaves the room and runs into the Countess. She tells her about Ralph’s condition and Gilbert’s order that she must not leave Rome. The Countess tries to encourage her to leave. Isabel gets up and leaves the room when the Countess goes into her usual flippant manner. She goes to her room and sits thinking for the next hour. She feels overwhelmed by the marriage vows she took, which she thinks she will be breaking if she leaves for England. She lays her head down on a pillow in despair. 

The Countess comes in and tells her she wants to tell her something. She says her first sister-in-law never had any children. She says Pansy’s mother is Madame Merle. Gilbert had made up the story that his first wife had died in childbirth. In actuality, he had been carrying on an affair with Madame Merle from the beginning of his marriage. Madame Merle’s husband had long since left her, so when she got pregnant, she couldn’t say it was her husband’s child. Gilbert’s wife had recently died, so they concocted the story that she had died in childbirth and that Gilbert had been so devastated by her death that he had put Pansy in a convent to be raised by nuns. Then he had moved from Naples to Florence. No one had ever questioned their story. They are no longer lovers. Gilbert had gotten bored with her obsession with being careful not to get caught. Madame Merle had wanted Isabel to be Pansy’s mother because she knew Pansy didn’t like her and she knew Pansy needed money that Isabel would most likely give her for a dowry. 

Isabel wonders why Madame Merle and Gilbert had never married. According to Countess Gemini, Madame Merle had never loved Gilbert "in that way." She had been very ambitious to marry very well. She had also worried that people would put it together and realize that she was Pansy’s mother. Isabel says she has wondered about Madame Merle's stake in Pansy. She realized it the day Madame Merle showed her extreme disappointment when Lord Warburton withdrew. Isabel feels sorry for Madame Merle and for Gilbert’s first wife who was betrayed so early in her marriage. 

Countess Gemini asks Isabel if she will now give up her journey to England. Isabel feel sick. She says she must see Ralph. She says this with "infinite sadness." 


Notes 
Isabel finally learns all the truth of Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond’s relationship in this chapter. She learns not only that they are Pansy’s biological parents, but all the reasons they enacted the scheme to make everyone think Osmond’s first wife had died in childbirth. The revelation of this truth is perfectly aligned with the character portraits Henry James has already drawn of Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond. Madame Merle cares only about appearances. She has been ambitious for a very high marriage for herself and since she has not succeeded in this, she has transferred her ambitions to Pansy. For his part, Gilbert seems to continue in the pose of being bored by all of it, tired of Madame Merle and ready to disregard her despite all she has done for him. Both people are represented as being depraved in highly social ways. They care only about what is thought of them. They will do anything, make instruments of innocent people, to accomplish a good public image. Their motives have nothing to do with love or passion. They are only motivated by social success. 

Isabel’s next move seems determined. Gilbert has told her that she must not leave him to go see Ralph. She feels she must see Ralph at his dying hour. Going to English seems as if it will inevitably kill her marriage publicly. However, Isabel still has Pansy to think of. Despite the fact that she has been used for her money, she will still feel it necessary to help Pansy not only with money but with her own submission to social propriety. This news will not necessarily, then, set her free from Gilbert. 

Chapter 52 
Before Isabel leaves Rome, she goes to see Pansy at the convent. When she arrives, she is greeted by Madame Merle. She doesn’t want to see this person, but knows she must for the sake of appearances. She realizes as she stands there that Madame Merle has sensed her knowledge. She is surprised to recognize that Madame Merle is, for the first time, at a loss for what to say. 

When she sees Pansy, she can’t help but think of the convent as a refined prison. Pansy says her father doesn’t think she’s had enough confinement, but that she thinks she has had enough. She says she will do anything now that he asks of her. Isabel thinks it is a good thing that Edward Rosier retained a few of his precious keepsakes. Pansy wonders why Isabel looks so intense. Isabel tells her she must leave for England and doesn’t know when she will return. Pansy asks her to come back to be with her. She says she will have to obey her father but that if Isabel is there it will be easier to do so. As they part, she tells Isabel she doesn’t like Madame Merle. Isabel tells her she must never say that. They embrace and Isabel assures her that she won’t desert her. As she goes down the stairs, Pansy calls out to her "You’ll come back?" Isabel replies, "Yes--I’ll come back." 

Isabel is displeased to find out that Madame Merle is still waiting for her. When she says good-bye to Madame Catharine, the nun tells her they all think Pansy has had enough of confinement. Isabel reluctantly goes in to see Madame Merle, who reveals that it was Ralph who arranged for his father to give Isabel her fortune. She says she has just realized it. As Isabel leaves, she says, "I believed it was you I had to thank." Madame Merle says she knows Isabel is unhappy but she is more so. She says she is going to America. 

Notes 
The visit to the convent reveals the next greatest plot complication in the novel. If it weren’t for her ties to Pansy, Isabel could leave Gilbert and Rome forever. She loves Pansy, though, and knows that she is the only part of Pansy’s life that is not mean-spirited, manipulating, and selfishly cruel. Pansy’s last appeal, "You’ll come back?" is answered quickly by Isabel in the affirmative. Pansy is her daughter in spirit and Isabel it seems will sacrifice her last chance at escape in order to comfort Pansy in her confinement. 

The chapter is framed by two interviews with Madame Merle. Isabel reluctantly confronts Madame Merle. She realizes that Madame Merle sees her knowledge in her manner. Madame Merle loses her composure momentarily, the only bit of revenge Isabel gets. In the second part of the frame, Madame Merle reveals that it was Ralph who made it so that Isabel would inherit her fortune from her uncle. Since Madame Merle is the one who seized on the opportunities the money provided, it is only right that it would be she who would guess the origins of the money. Strangely, Madame Merle’s last words are that she will go to America. It’s hard to imagine someone like Madame Merle in America, though she is American in origin. It seems as if this last destination is to be regarded as a defeat. All her schemes of marrying a noble or marrying her daughter to a noble have failed. She has realized that Gilbert Osmond is capable of cruelty to their daughter and she has no standing in her daughter’s life. 

Chapter 53 
Isabel is greeted by Henrietta Stackpole at Charring Cross railway station. She remembers that five years ago she had walked from this station into the crowd with so much confidence. Now she feels overwhelmed by the mass of people and holds onto Henrietta’s arm for safety. When she sees Mr. Bantling, she feels relieved. He seems so stable and sure. Henrietta tells her she will be staying the night in London instead of going directly to Gardencourt. Mr. Bantling tells her he just received a wire that day from Gardencourt that Ralph was doing well enough. 

That evening Henrietta tells her she will be marrying Mr. Bantling. She feels a little disappointed in this news. It seems such an anti-climax for Henrietta. It seems such a departure from what seemed like such an original relationship between a man and a women. Henrietta has been invited to see Lady Pensil, who can’t figure her out. She thinks she should be either bad or good. She doesn’t understand the modern woman that Henrietta is. The next morning when they arrive at the station and Isabel congratulates Mr. Bantling. 


Notes 
This chapter gives the reader a bit of a respite from the more eventful preceding ones. Its news, that Henrietta Stackpole will marry Mr. Bantling and live in London, is surprising, but not shocking as the news Isabel has been receiving of late about her husband. Perhaps the main function of placing this bit of news here in the novel is that the reader gets a chance to see Isabel’s jaded response to news of a wedding. She finds it anti-climactic and is a bit disappointed in her original friend. 

Chapter 54 
Isabel arrives at Gardencourt. The house is very quiet. She waits a long time for Mrs. Touchett to come down. She wanders through the art gallery thinking of her life. She wonders what would have come of it if Mrs. Touchett had never come to her in Albany and taken her to England. She wonders if she would have married Caspar Goodwood. Mrs. Touchett tells her news of her sisters, who seem to be consumed with curiosity over what Isabel is wearing. She tells her that Lord Warburton is to be married soon to an English lady. At dinner, Mrs. Toucehett asks Isabel if she is sorry she refused Lord Warburton. Isabel assures her that she isn’t. Mrs. Touchett interrupts the conversation to say that Isabel must be honest in her answers or she will not be easy to get along with. Isabel tells her it is her husband who can’t get along with her. Next, Mrs. Touchett wants to know if Isabel still likes Serena Merle. Isabel says she doesn’t but it doesn’t matter since she’s planning to go to America. Mrs. Touchett says Madame Merle must have done something very bad to have to leave Europe. Isabel says "she made a convenience out of me." Mrs. Touchett says Madame Merle did the same to her and that she does it to everyone. 

That evening, Isabel sits with Ralph and for the three days following. On the third night, he rouses himself enough to talk. He tells her she’s been like a beautiful angel sitting beside his bed. He tells her he wishes her hard times were over. She bursts into sobs and he asks her what it is that she has done for him in coming to him. She asks him what he has done for her. He says the money he got his father to leave her ruined her chances at happiness. he says, "You wanted to look at life for yourself--but you were not allowed; you were punished for your wish. You were ground in the very mill of the conventional!" She agrees that she has been punished. He wants to know if she plans to go back to Rome. She can’t answer because she isn’t sure. He tells her that even though she feels old now, she will grow young again. He says love remains and that she can’t be punished for long for such a generous mistake as the one she made in marrying Gilbert Osmond. He tells her to remember that if she has been hated, she has also been loved, "adored." She calls him her brother. 


Notes 
The two conversations in this chapter, one with Mrs. Touchett and one with Ralph, are ones in which Isabel returns to her family and is open about her life. Mrs. Touchett asks her three questions: if she is sorry not to have married Lord Warburton, if she still likes Serena Merle, and the third, unspoken, seems to be if she is happy in her choice of a husband. Isabel replies straightforwardly to each question. In her last conversation with Ralph, Isabel finally relaxes into the comfort of being open about how unhappy her life is. The conversation is very limited in what it reveals. The reader already knows all of it. Its value is in its pathos. Ralph and Isabel are able to show each other how much they love each other and have always done. 

Chapter 55 
Isabel remembers that when she first came to Gardencourt, she asked Ralph to show her its ghost. He had told her that she would have to suffer before she could see the ghost. On this night, she finally sees it. She has been in bed, half asleep, but fully clothed, because she’s expected Ralph to die during the night. Suddenly, she wakes to see that Ralph is standing beside her bed with his kind face. She rushes to his room and finds that he has died. Lydia Touchett says, "Go and thank God you’ve no child." 

At the funeral, she is surprised to see Caspar Goodwood. He seems to have some "complex intention" in being there and it makes Isabel uneasy. She spends the next days wandering around Gardencourt worrying over what to do about returning to Rome. She tires to postpone dealing with it, closing her eyes and trying not to think. Mrs. Touchett tells her about Ralph’s behest. He has given his money all away, some to charitable institutions, his library to Henrietta Stackpole, his house to his mother, and nothing whatsoever to Isabel. 

One day Isabel is at home when she hears that Lord Warburton has arrived to visit. She goes out to the garden, hoping to avoid him. After a while, she sees Mrs. Touchett and Lord Warburton coming out to join them. he looks very solemn and tells her he must leave soon. He invites her to come see his sisters. She congratulates him on his marriage and he blushes. Then he leaves. Mrs. Touchett has already gone inside, so Isabelle wanders around the garden longer. She comes upon the same bench that she had been sitting on six years before when she had gotten word that Caspar Goodwood was in London. At the same bench, Lord Warburton had proposed marriage to her. Just as she’s standing there, Caspar Goodwood approaches. He takes her wrist and pulls her down on the bench with him. She feels frightened at his forcefulness. He tells her he spoke with Ralph about her and Ralph asked him to help her in any way he could. He tells her he wants her to come away with him and forget about going back to her hellish existence in Rome. Then he kisses her with great passion. Isabel feels overwhelmed as if she is dying. She feels like she sees all the images of her life flashing in front of her eyes. When he releases her, she rushes back to the house. 

The next day, Caspar Goodwood knocks on Henrietta Stackpole’s door. She is just leaving. He says he is looking for Isabelle whom he has found out has left Gardencourt. 

Henrietta tells him Isabel has already gone back to Rome. He is shocked at the news. Henrietta tells him not to worry that he just has to wait. At first he thinks she’s trying to give him hope about Isabel, but then he realizes she is just being glib about his being young. He feels like he ages thirty years just standing there being consoled with such a "cheap comfort." Henrietta takes his arm and leads him down the street "as if she had given him now the key to patience." 


Notes 
Henry James’s sense of the dramatic helps him set the stage of the last scene of the novel. He places Isabel at the same bench in the gardens of Gardencourt at which she received Caspar Goodwood’s telegram announcing he had followed her to Europe, and at which she had received Lord Warburton’s proposal. Here again, she sees the two men. Here again, she sends them both away and goes to the alternative, Gilbert Osmond. It seems that at the end of the novel, these choices are still fixed. She still finds Lord Warburton kind but less than compelling and she still finds Caspar Goodwood too compelling. In fact, here, he kisses her against her will, sending her running for the house and, very soon, back to Rome and Gilbert Osmond. 

OVERALL ANALYSES 
CHARACTERS 
Isabel Archer 
She is the perfect Henry James heroine, embodying all of the major preoccupations of his writing career. As such, she is also a mix of unlike elements. Isabel Archer is both innocent and knowing, even as the untutored, naive American, she marries the most European of re-made Americans, she loves liberty and yet she marries a man who would guarantee her constraint, and she has a strong distaste for the emptiness of conventionality while submitting to it readily and consistently. 

When Isabel Archer is first presented, she is sitting in the library of an all but abandoned family house trying to carry out an ambitious plan to read through all the German philosophers. She finds it difficult to muster the necessary discipline to accomplish this task. When her aunt arrives and decides to take Isabel back to Europe with her, Isabel drops the study of German philosophy without a backward glance. However, in her views of Europe and of what it means to be a woman of her age, expected to marry and marry well, she operates out of a romantic conception that has its roots less in the philosophers and more in the popular novelists. When her friend, Henrietta Stackpole warns her against the decadent Europeans and encourages her to return to her American simplicity, Isabel admits that she has a sense of her life as a romantic carriage ride through a dark night into the mists of the unknown. While this kind of romanticism seems a likely spur to adventurousness on the part of a young woman, it is also, paradoxically, the path to the most conventional of institutions, marriage. 

The reader might feel the anti-climax that Ralph Touchett feels when Isabel announces her plan to marry Gilbert Osmond, but Henry James has prepared for this decision with a number of occurrences in the plot. For instance, when Isabel arrives at Gardencourt in her guise as the New Woman, independent and straight-talking, she comes sponsored by the most conservative of people, Mrs. Touchett. When Isabel wants to stay up talking to Ralph Touchett and Lord Warburton, Mrs. Touchett tells her it is not proper for a young woman her age to stay up alone with two men her age. Isabel is startled at the unexpected constraint on her freedom, but readily complies with her aunt’s insistence that she go to her room and goes even further: she asks her aunt to please tell her any time she is being unconventional so she can decide whether to correct the mistake. She carries on the remainder of her unmarried life in strict accordance with the patriarchal constraints of the liberty of young women. 


In her decision of whom to marry, the reader can find the same mix in Isabel of what seems at first to be romantic rebelliousness and conformity to conventionality. The most romantic of choices, the novel indicates several times, would be Lord Warburton, the handsome radical who is also rich and a noble. He promises Isabel all the freedom she would want and he adores her for her ideas and her readiness to express them. Even though she finds him attractive and likely to be a good companion, she is sure that she will be under severe social constraints as an English lady. In this decision, Isabel seems to have chosen the path of liberty, leaving her options open for her life in Europe. In contrast, her relationship with Caspar Goodwood seems a bit bizarre. As he is portrayed in the novel, the reader probably finds it difficult to see the attraction. Caspar Goodwood seems to embody Henry James’s rather wooden idea of the American spirit. Thus, Isabel’s decision to string Caspar Goodwood along for the years it takes her to decide what she will do with her life is more symbolic than realistic. 

Finally, Isabel’s seduction by Gilbert Osmond seems to be the easiest task this man has had to accomplish in life. His main difficulty is in letting her go on with her ideas instead of telling her that, for him, so many ideas are unattractive in a fiancée or wife. With Gilbert Osmond, Isabel Archer is submissive from the start. She is quiet when she is usually vivacious. She is an intellectual follower when she usually fancies herself a leader. She finds the conservative upbringing of Pansy charming, finding Pansy’s complete passivity and submissiveness attractive and laudable, and assuring Pansy that she is submitting to the kindliest of men who knows what’s best for her. 

The question arises as to why Isabel goes from being a lover of liberty to a lover of the severest constraint upon women. Perhaps liberty frightened or bored Isabel and after tasting it for a year or two, she desired stasis and conventionality. More likely, the kernel of her decision to settle down with the most conventional of men was present with Isabel in her library in Albany. 

Ralph Touchett 
He is a character who seems more than any other to stand in for Henry James, even to the point of working out a compensation fantasy for James of a father and son camaraderie that he might have wished he had with his own father. Ralph Touchett is one of the most positive characters in the novel. His function in the novel is more than that of a satellite character used to bring out a particular side of Isabel Archer. He is also here to provide a center of moral authority in the novel. All the characters are measured by Ralph Touchett. He recognizes the moral quality of all of them with an unerring eye. Perhaps his gift of perception comes from his detachment. Since he has nothing to win or lose, being ready at every point of his life to die, he is a disinterested judge of character. 

However, that might be giving Ralph a bit too much. He does seem to be taken with Isabel Archer from the moment he sees her. So he loses his disinterested stance toward life and those in it from that point onwards. When he sees her on his father’s lawn, he immediately gives her his dog and from then on he makes Isabel Archer the reason for continuing to live. Ralph provides the catalyst for the action of the novel when he arranges to give half his own inheritance to Isabel so as to make her independently wealthy. He tells his father that if she doesn’t have money, perhaps she will be forced to marry. What he doesn’t realize is that Isabel doesn’t have such practical notions of marriage and money. She has already rejected a marriage proposal from an English lord who happens to be a very nice man as well. If it weren’t for Ralph’s generosity with Isabel, she would never have married Gilbert Osmond and cut short her exploration of what it means for a woman to live the free life. If she hadn’t married Gilbert Osmond, Ralph wouldn’t have been deprived of her company and her confidences for the years of her marriage. When Ralph first knows Isabel, he decides rather quickly for himself that he isn’t in love with Isabel, just interested in her. The reader might look at this skeptically. 

The reason for Ralph’s detachment from participating in life is, of course, his pulmonary disease, that comes to him in his early manhood and keeps him out of active participation in life from then on. He began working for his father’s bank and seems to have wanted to do what his father wished for him in that capacity. Before that, he went to all the best schools, first in the States and then in England. He seems to have been ruled in these early years by his father’s idea of what he should be--English or American, a businessman or an artist/art connoisseur. He doesn’t seem to have had any inclinations of his own in either of these directions. People around him assume that he would never have made much of a name for himself in the banking business, but one can never know since this judgment would have been based on Ralph’s later life attitude of amused detachment gained from a resigned awareness that he was too sick to live life fully. 


The Ralph we can know and analyze is the Ralph of amused detachment rather than the Ralph he would have been before he was struck with his disease. When he is first introduced, it is in light contrast to his lifelong friend, Lord Warburton. Lord Warburton is said to be bored with life and Ralph is said to be intensely interested in it. More than just this interest in life is brought out in that first scene of the novel on the grounds of Gardencourt. It is also his abiding love for his father and his appreciation of his father’s uniqueness as an individual. Later, when his mother is discussed, he also shows an ability to recognize her merits and to appreciate just those elements of her character that other people find disturbing. Ralph’s ability to recognize goodness in people is, then, established before he meets Isabel Archer. When he shows his clear appreciation of her from the beginning, the reader is signaled that here is another good character. On the other side, he also recognizes immediately that Madame Merle is not a good person, though he tries to be urbane enough not to say it openly or directly. He sees the same in Gilbert Osmond. Only when he is speaking to his mother will he let loose his severe criticism of Gilbert Osmond. His commitment to detachment, which arises not only from his illness but from his good manners, keeps him from warning Isabel away from Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond. He has to sit by and watch as Isabel is drawn into their scheme at the loss of her life of liberty.
Gilbert Osmond 
As a character in the novel, Gilbert Osmond plays an important part, though the reader hears about him more than hearing from him directly. He is first introduced by Madame Merle, who has the highest opinion of him of anyone. She calls him one of the best people of Europe and paints his existence in romantic terms sure to elicit Isabel Archer’s interest. She depicts him as a man who embodies the essence of European aestheticism. He lives his life for art, not for practicality, and his art is not professional, only personal and social. He paints water colors, but does so only for his own amusement. He collects art for the same purpose. Madame Merle makes it seem that it is a privilege to know Gilbert Osmond and that all the great people of Europe would be lucky to do so. 

The Gilbert Osmond Henry James eventually introduces to the reader is far from this image painted by Madame Merle. He is selfish and grasping. He has a very high opinion of himself. He says that he realized when he was young that he would never be able to reach the highest position of power in the land, he would never be the pope or someone like him in power and authority, and so he decided to do nothing, to cultivate detachment. He seems to have done that only in the sense that he never pursued a career. He hasn’t remained detached in other senses. He seems to be quite interested in his social standing and in cultivating the perfection of the things he owns. He has also conducted a fairly intense affair with Madame Merle for many years, intense enough to commit adultery, drive his wife to despair, and have a child and fake its legitimacy by lying about the cause of his wife’s death. 

The relationship between Madame Merle and Gilbert Osmond is one of the strangest in fiction. Madame Merle has such an extreme horror of gossip that she orchestrates the relationship on the most clandestine of terms. According to the Countess Gemini, Osmond’s sister, this is the reason for Gilbert’s loss of interest in Madame Merle. At the present time in the novel, they are no longer lovers, but that seems to be less significant than the fact that they are still the most intimate of partners. Gilbert Osmond’s role in the relationship at first seems quite passive. When he and Madame Merle discuss the marriage before it is made, he seems to be led by her. She tells him what the use of the marriage is for Pansy and for him and he reluctantly agrees to muster up the necessary energy to court Isabel Archer. However, after he has been married to Isabel for three years, he seems a changed man in his relationship with Madame Merle. He’s positively cruel to her when they stand in her parlor and discuss Pansy’s future. The power relation in the partnership seems to have been reversed. 


Gilbert Osmond treats people as instruments of his own desires rather than granting them their own integrity. His primary instrument is his daughter Pansy. He discounts any will or desire of her own in his quest for a noble and wealthy son-in-law. He molds her as if she were a piece of art and then places her where he wishes her to be. He does the same with Isabel Archer, finding the job more difficult, but nevertheless succeeding. In the end, it seems that he has done the same with Madame Merle. He had he working for his interests all those years. She found him a wealthy and acceptably respectable wife and she even began the seduction for him. When she was no longer functional for him, he discarded her. 

Perhaps his opposite in the novel is Caspar Goodwood, the American man of action. Goodwood thinks of Osmond as a "brilliant personage of the amateurish kind, afflicted with a redundancy of leisure which it amused him to work off in little refinements of conversation." Another of his opposites in the novel is another of the American ex-patriots, Ralph Touchett. Ralph is detached from the world but retains the ability to feel for and with people around him. Gilbert is detached only out of a sense of superiority and has not the slightest faculty of feeling. 

PLOT 
The Portrait of a Lady is plotted around place. Place is the most important element of James’ novel. It influences character and action intensely and in place James locates all values in the novel. It begins in England, the estate of Gardencourt, and the center of value in the novel. There is a quick flashback to the United States in Albany where Isabel Archer is rescued from a pursuit of German philosophy by her aunt who takes her to Europe. After a stay in England, the characters travel to Paris and then Florence and Rome. The novel’s action ends in England. In this series of location shifts, James maps the moral world of the novel. It is where Isabel Archer is at the height of her power, combining her American innocence and self-confidence with England’s sense of tradition and value. She is at her most powerless in Italy, where she is essentially immured in the conventions of a social marriage. She is also quite powerless in America. While she is free to read all she wants of books usually reserved for men, she is isolated in an abandoned library in a house about to be sold. England is the home of the two most positive and stable characters in the novel, Mr. Touchett and his son Ralph, while Rome is the home of the most negative characters, Gilbert Osmond and Madame Merle, and also the home of the runaway wife, Mrs. Touchett. In England Isabel is encouraged to speak her opinions and in Italy, she is encouraged to be silent. In Isabel’s move from England to Italy and back again at the end of the novel, Henry James finds a unique way to tie together place and plot. 

THEMES 
In The Portrait of a Lady Henry James explores the difficulty negotiating between individual liberty and the constraints of social conventions. He locates these opposing forces in America and Europe respectively. However, the equation isn’t as simple as that--America equals liberty while Europe equals social constraint. James divides Europe in his moral universe. England constitutes the middle ground between the ungrounded freedom of America and the extreme restraint of Italy. It is no mere chance that James chooses a woman as the protagonist of a novel with such a moral landscape since women are so much the repository of the social values of a culture, functioning both to enforce social norms and to reproduce them. 

Isabel Archer is one more of the many innocent Americans with whom writers of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries found themselves preoccupied. Her innocence is the primary element of her sense of her freedom. In other words, James seems to be saying that Isabel only thinks she’s free and capable of living her life freely. In America she can nurture these fantasies. She has spent a childhood being neglected by her father, neglect that is couched in terms of freedom. She has been free to read anything in the library and she has done so, but has been unable to balance freedom and the discipline necessary to get through the formal study of anything. Sent to school as a young girl, she decided quickly that it was not the place for her and she was allowed to stop going. In her adult life in America, she seems to have no place to go besides marriage to the ever stiff Caspar Goodwood. She sits alone in the little-used library of her grandmother’s almost abandoned house. Both of her sisters have married quite conventionally despite their free childhood. There’s no reason to think Isabel wouldn’t have done the same if not for her aunt’s timely rescue. In the American scene then, James demonstrates that unrestrained freedom will lead the protagonist nowhere. She will be isolated and bored. She will not progress in her studies because she will have no direction. She will be wasted on a marriage to a man so inarticulate that he cannot express his feelings in any terms other than proprietary ones. 


In England, Isabel is indulged by the kindly Mr. Touchett, his kindly son Ralph and their kindly neighbor Lord Warburton to express all the ideas she can muster. In England she sees two kinds of women. One kind is represented by the sisters of Lord Warburton. They are so restrained and so tamed that they seem almost insubstantial. Despite her own beliefs that the free life is the best life for a woman, Isabel is attracted to these women and finds their life a lovely one. For their part, the Misses Molyneux find Isabel perfectly charming and seem to find in her a kindred spirit. The second kind of woman represented in England for Isabel Archer is Mrs. Touchett, an American ex-patriot who lives in Florence, Italy, and visits her husband for a month out of each year in England. She has not been accepted by the English aristocracy as her husband and son have. While she lives according to the strictest adherence to established social proprieties, she has made up so many of her own social proprieties that she doesn’t fit into English society. Aside from Henrietta Stackpole, Mrs. Touchett is the most independent female character in the novel and she is so depicted that the reader is not encouraged to see her as a possible model for Isabel Archer to emulate. When Isabel gets the chance to make England her home, she rejects it, imagining her life as the wife of the eminent Lord Warburton to be life in a gilded cage. Even Mr. Touchett doesn’t think Isabel should marry Lord Warburton. In Italy, Isabel encounters two or three more ways of being a woman. The first is that lived by the impossibly innocent Pansy Osmond, left in a convent during all of her childhood and taken out when her dilettante father and her scheming mother decide that she has been in long enough and is now "done." As with her attraction to the Misses Molyneux, Isabel is attracted by the innocence of Pansy Osmond. Perhaps this is so because she came from a childhood of such parental neglect. To see Pansy so well taken care of, so obsessively cared for, must have felt comforting to someone who was once abandoned by her governess in a city far from home and unable to say where her wandering father was. The contrary example of a woman’s existence is provided by the Countess Gemini. Trapped in a bad marriage, the Countess has responded by exerting all the freedom allowed her: she has taken a series of lovers and has adopted a cynical attitude about the moral world of gender relations. Perhaps a bridge figure between these two extremes is Madame Merle. Isabel admires her unreservedly from the beginning. She finds in Madame Merle the accomplished woman of the world, enjoying both her independence and a valuable place in the elite social circles of Europe. 

In Isabel Archer’s downfall, Henry James reveals several of the dominant ideas present throughout his fiction. First, it is quite clear that the English country house estate is the best of all possible worlds for the author. In leaving Gardencourt for a tour of Europe, Isabel was stepping out of the world which perfectly balanced rational conventionality and indulgence of liberty. She was moving into a world of such severe social constraint that good sense and good fellow feeling were regarded as provincial sentimentalities. Second, it seems impossible for Henry James to imagine a good marriage. That of the Touchetts is functional, but it makes Mr. Touchett unhappy and Mrs. Touchett an eccentric. That of the Countess Gemini is dry with self-indulgence and trapped meanness. That of Madame Merle was also dreadfully unhappy. While marriage seems to be the only respectable occupation for a woman, it is one which certainly ends her career as a semi-free agent. The best example of this notion is what happens to Henrietta Stackpole, the most intrepid of the Jamesian version of feminism in the novel. While her prospects for happiness with Bob Bantling are brighter than any other character’s in the novel, her plans to marry strike Isabel Archer as a sad capitulation, a giving up on the part of her adventuresome friend. 


The third and most important element of James’ ideas which is revealed in Isabel’s downfall is that social constraint always wins out over the impulse to freedom, that freedom is only an idea which, as soon as put into practice, fails utterly. The best possible world for the balance between individual liberty and social constraint is the English country house life where liberal politicians like Lord Warburton retain their country estate while theorizing the need for its dissolution and where ex-Americans like Mr. Touchett can become connoisseurs of English country houses and English teas.
QUESTIONS 
Examine the antithesis in the novel between individual liberty and social constraint. 

What is the function of Ralph Touchett in the action of the novel? 

Choose one of the places of the novel and examine how James invests it with moral significance. 

Compare two places in the novel for their value as moral grounding for the characters there. 

Analyze Henry James’s view of marriage as it is depicted in at least three marriages in the novel. 

What are the possible roles for women in James’ world. Deal with characters like Lady Pensil as well as those more prominent characters like Mrs. Touchett. 


What are the different ways James shows in which one can live as an ex-patriot American in Europe. Contrast the ex-patriots in England with those in Paris and Italy. 

Examine Ralph Touchett’s feelings for Isabel Archer. Is he in love with her or is he disinterested but caring? 

Trace the changes made possible by Isabel Archer’s inheritance of a fortune. 

Examine the elements of the American character as James depicts it in the novel. 

COMMENT ON THE STUDY OF LITERATURE 
The study of literature is not like the study of math or science, or even history. While those disciplines are based largely upon fact, the study of literature is based upon interpretation and analysis. There are no clear-cut answers in literature, outside of the factual information about an author's life and the basic information about setting and characterization in a piece of literature. The rest is a highly subjective reading of what an author has written; each person brings a different set of values and a different background to the reading. As a result, no two people see the piece of literature in exactly the same light, and few critics agree on everything about a book or an author. In this set of PinkMonkey® Literature Notes for a well-known piece of literature, we at PinkMonkey.com have tried to give an objective literary analysis based upon the information actually found in the novel, book, or play. In the end, however, it is an individual interpretation, but one that we feel can be readily supported by the information that is presented in the guide. In your course of literature study, you or your professor/teacher may come up with a different interpretation of the mood or the theme or the conflict. Your interpretation, if it can be logically supported with information contained within the piece of literature, is just as correct as ours. So is the interpretation of your teacher or professor. 

Literature is simply not a black or white situation; instead, there are many gray areas that are open to varying analyses. Your task is to come up with your own analysis that you can logically defend. Hopefully, these PinkMonkey® Literature Notes will help you to accomplish that goal. 
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